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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



T N these brief sketches I only try to draw some 

lessons from interpretations of Prophecy, which 

elsewhere I have, as I believe, fully proved to be 

true.* 
To prevent being misunderstood, let me point 

out the distinction between " the last days " in the 

Gentile line of prophecy, to which alone reference 

is made in the following pages, and " the last days " 

in the Jewish line of prophecy. " The last days *» 



* "A Commentary on the Revelation of St John, con- 
sidered as the Divine Book of History; in which God has 
delineated what is now past, present, and to come; and 
decided beforehand the great questions of each succeeding 
age and especially of our own." — London : Seeley, Jackson, 
and Halliday. 1866. 
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in the one, as in 2 Tim. iii. i, are all dark; in the 
other, as in Isaiah ii. 2, all bright/ The Advent 
comes between them and changes everything. 

Let me also say that by the Adyent, or Coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, I understand not only 
His Glorious Appearing at the First Resurrection 
and Translation of the Church, but also His subse- 
quent return with His saints to take the kingdom, 
between which events much will happen on earth. 
It is of the first that His people need signs, and of 
which signs are given. The signs of His Second 
Advent are signs especially of His Appearing. 



S. G. 

St, Margarefs Ipswich, 
January, 1868. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



T N this Second Edition I have added some signs, 
which in the few months which have elapsed 
since the last edition was published have become 
more prominent. 

One of these is the termination of the 1260 
days — ^prophetic days, or ordinary years. There 

has been a belief from the time of the Reformation 

that these days would expire in 1866-7, reckoning 
them from the short reign of the Emperor Phocas, 
606-7, 1^ which an edict was made, conferring the 
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title of Universal Bishop on the Bishop of Rome. 
In this belief, held by some of Luther's contempo- 
raries, our most celebrated modem commentators, 
such as Elliott, and Gumming, have long con- 
curred. Now that 1867 has passed, I think it 
easy to see that in the anticipation they were 
right; and I venture to include this fulfilment of 
prophecy among the signs of the times. There 
are reasons, fi:om the analogy of prophecy, which 
make it probable that both the beginning and the 
end of the period is rather a line than a point, and 
therefore it is quite possible that we may hereafter 
be able to coimt 1260 years from some of the 
other events suggested as their probable com- 
mencement to events yet future. But I do not 
doubt that the commencement of the period is 
rightly fixed in 607, and its close in 1867. How 
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solemn a sign of the times that fact affords appears 
in the second chapter of this book. 

Another sign of the last days, which has come 
into prominence within the last few months, is the . 
separation of Church and State. Of this the Irish 
Church Disestablishment Act is but a symptom. 
All Europe shows this sign, and I have devoted a 
chapter to it. 

In the beginning of the chapter entitled, " Con- 
dition of Protestant Churches a sign of the last 
days" (chapter four), I have added a few words 
which express very deep convictions, too deep to 
be held back. They are, I greatly fear, shared 
with few; but they may be true for all that: and 
if they are true, there is urgent necessity for a 
total change in the policy hitherto pursued in 
resisting error. 



xii Preface to the Second Edition, 

The CEcumenical Council of 1869 ^s beginning 
to assume its true importance. The Weekly Register^ 
a Roman Catholic newspaper, states that " seven or 
eight Anglican clerg3nnen have determined to pro- 
ceed to Rome in December next, for the purpose 
of attending the General Council, and obtaining 
from the assembled Bishops an authoritative opinion 
respecting the validity or otherwise of their orders." 
" These gentlemen," it is added, " have already put 
themselves in communication with several of the 
authorities at Rome, and have met with every en- 
couragement ; they have determined to ask one of 
the English Catholic bishops to be their spokesman 
before the Council." Rumours like this show the 
flow of the tide, and indicate where the danger lies. 

The Council is said indeed, by the Pall Mall 
Gazette^ to have "but two earnest advocates, the 
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Pope and Napoleon III." But in this strange 
conjunction we may see a foreshadowing of much 
that prophecy reveals as to the relations of the 
Apostasy with the Roman Empire during the last 
conflicts of the Church. How and by whom that 
Roman Empire will be finally reconstituted we are 
not taughty as it seems to me, in prophecy : ex- 
cept so far as this, that we may see it forming, so 
far as the West is concerned, in the revived Im- 
perial dynasty of France ; and in the alliance of 
that dynasty with the Papacy and the CEcumenical 
Council may trace the outlines of the future, as 
so clearly revealed in the closing verses of the 
thirteenth chapter of Revelation. 

What is further needed to complete the state of 
things there predicted is, " the Re-union of Chris- 
tendom;" and of this we have signs continually 
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multiplying. The Association for promoting it is 
taking bolder and bolder steps. It was only yes- 
terday that its twelfth anniversary was celebrated 
with more pomp than ever. In many London 
churches special services, with most elaborate 
processions and gorgeous vestments, were held 
in connection with it, and sermons preached on 
what is called, " Corporate Re-union." The popu- 
lar mind is being leavened with the thought of 
union with Rome, — z. thought which the (Ecu- 
menical Council, if wisely conducted, will be sure 
to make attractive. 

Nevertheless, though to students of prophecy 
everything may look ripe for the final crisis of all 
history, we must not forget that the high wheels of 
God*s great purposes often seem to us to move 
slowly. We may still have to wait. And yet I 
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cannot doubt that the signs are multiplying all 
around us. Since I sent this book to press for the 
first time, we have made great strides. We are 
drawing nearer and nearer into port. Breakers are 
ahead. But beyond the troubled sea is the firm 
land, and through the storm we can discern the 
form of the Son of Man coming in His glory. 



S. G. 

Sept, 9M, 1869. 
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CHAPTER I. 



SIGNS OF THE FIRST ADVENT 



COMPARED WITH 



SIGNS OF THE SECOND ADVENT. 



^T^OO many signs of the times surround us on 
-^ every side to make it right, or wise, or safe, 
or happy to pass them by. Not right, because if 
God has given them, we ought to look at them ; 
not wise, because there is great folly in neglect- 
ing anything which He teaches us; not safe, 
because if we do so we can hardly expect to 
escape the things which are coming on the earth, 
and to stand before the Son of man ; not happy, 
because at all events we lose the blessed antici- 
pation which those signs are meant to create 
within us, of the glorious appearing of the Lord 
from heaven. 
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The words, " Can ye not discern the signs of 
the times?" were spoken at the first advent. 
Our Lord reproved the Pharisees and Sadducees 
because they did not discern the signs of those 
times which indicated it. Both Sadducees and 
Pharisees agreed to tempt Him by asking of 
Him a sign from heaven. Different as their 
opinions were, they contrived on this point to 
be at one, and to tempt Him with the same 
question. The Sadducees, it is likely, did not 
believe in the possibility of any sign from heaven, 
and the Pharisees did not believe that Jesus was 
the Christ. And therefore the same question 
answered the purpose of the sceptical Sadducee 
and the religious but ungodly Pharisee : both of 
them asked for a sign fix)m .heaven. 

Our Lord's answer was, that a sign of the kind 
they wished for would not be granted them. 
The order of the heavenly bodies would not be 
disturbed. They should not see the throne which 
Daniel saw in vision, with its wheels of burn- 
ing fire. His own resurrection, of which Jonah's 
preservation in the fish's belly was a type, was 
the only sign which should be granted them of 
this kind. And yet there were signs unthought 
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of by them which they did not discern, but 
which ought to have been quite sufficient Had 
they exercised the same care in judging of the 
times as they did exercise constantly in judging 
of the weather, they could not have failed to 
have welcomed Him as Christ "When it is 
evening ye say, It will be feir weather, for the 
sky is red; and in the morning, It will be foul 
weather to-day, for the sky is red and lowering. 
Oh, ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 
sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the 
times ? " 

By examining what were the signs of the times 
preceding the first advent, we may learn what 
kind of signs we may expect to precede the 
second advent The only signs, either of one or 
the other, which could be or can be really signs, 
are those predicted before-hand. The Jews had 
no way of judging what signs to expect except 
from God's Word, nor have we. They wanted 
a sign from heaven, whereas the signs which Gk)d 
gave were upon earth ; they wanted a sign of their 
own choosing, whereas the Lord Himself chose 
the sign for them; they wanted a sign which 
should seem on the face of it to have something 
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to do ,with the matter, whereas, as we shall see, 
the signs of those times had no very natural 
connection with that of which they were signs ; 
they wanted something very extraordinary for a 
sign, whereas the real signs were, for the most 
part, of such a character that those who were 
not looking for signs would not recognize them 
as signs at all. 

We know, from Luke ii. 38, that in Jerusalem 
itself, at the time of Christ's birth, there was a 
band of persons who were expecting the coming 
of the Saviour. In some way or other they had 
learned that the time was come for that event to 
take place. The event itself they had learned to 
expect from the prophecies ; but why did they 
expect it at that time? The almost certainty is, 
that to the rest of the Jews they appeared like 
enthusiasts or madmen. To look for Messiah's 
coining was natural and orthodox (so at least 
thought the Pharisees) ; it was the hope of Israel : 
but to look for Him as about to come in their 
day, was enthusiasm, at which they only smiled, 
as Noah's contemporaries did when he told them 
the flood was coming in their day, — ^as men of 
the world do now when we tell them that Christ 
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may come in our day. And yet Anna and her 
friends continued to look, until at last Anna was 
permitted to see the infant Saviour, and her friends 
to hear of Him, and to rejoice in His birth. What 
was it which justified those men and women in 
their expectation? What were the signs of the 
times? 

The first sign was the termination of Daniel's 
seventy weeks of years. They could not tell 
certainly when those four hundred and ninety 
years began, and therefore they could not tell 
certainly when they would close; but they could 
be sure that it would not be long : they could 
not count the exact years ; but they could define 
the commencement of the period within limits, 
and the end could not then be far off. 

The second sign was the fading away of the 
Jewish Church. St. Paul refers to this in He- 
brews : " That which decayeth and waxeth old 
is ready to vanish away." To a certain extent 
this must have been visible enough to all. For 
though no doubt everything went on as usual; 
though the sacrifices were as regularly or more 
regularly offered than ever; though there were 
still holy men, like Zecharias, engaged in the 
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priesthood : there was yet an amount of corrap- 
tion which must have been perceived even by 
the ungodly, and have been enough to make 
the hairs of God's people stand on end. The 
high priesthood was bought and sold, all kinds 
of iniquity were taken under its patronage, and 
the temple was itself made a house of merchan- 
dise and a den of thieves. To the spiritual eye, 
and in part to the natural eye, the old edifice 
seemed crumbling and splitting and ready to 
break to pieces. It looked as though its work 
were done. This very fact was a most impressive 
sign of His coming. If the outward Church was 
decaying and waxing old and ready to vanish 
away, it might be fairly argued, that He whom 
it pre-figured could not be very far distant If 
the stars were disappearing which heralded Him, 
and the moon which reflected Him growing dim, 
it must be because the Sun of Righteousness was 
Himself beginning to appear and shine. 

There was a third sign, in the history of the 
nation. For a very remarkable promise had been 
given by dying Jacob, which was always fresh in 
the memories of Israelites : " The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor the lawgiver from be- 
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tween his feet, until Shiloh come." That is to 
say, Judah should not finally lose its national 
character, its tribal and national dignity, until 
He should come whose right it is to wear the 
crown. For this reason the condition of the 
kingdom, its political relations with the Roman 
Empire, the probability (which was no doubt re- 
cognized by many) of the change of Judaea into 
a Roman province, formed to those who had 
eyes to see it, a most remarkable sign. It was 
an)rthing but a sign from heaven such as the 
Sadducees and Pharisees demanded. It would 
have seemed to some in the present day not 
to be sufficiently spiritual in its nature to be a 
sign of such an event as the coming of Christ. 
But it was a sign predicted, and those who read 
their Bibles attentively no doubt saw it. It must 
have seemed to them painful to witness the decay 
of their national prosperity, and the threatened 
loss of national existence ; but yet even in this 
they could see the most marked announcement 
of the speedy coming of Him who was the desire 
of all nations. 

And then there was a fourth sign, very unlike 
any of the preceding, and which was rather a 
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sign of His actual appearing than of the expec- 
tation of it : the star which had guided wise men 
from the East to Bethlehem. That, when it came, 
left no room for doubt in the minds of God's 
children. It made them sure, while the other 
signs only filled them with hope. 

To these and similar signs our Lord refers, 
when He reproves the Pharisees and Sadducees 
for seeking a sign, and says : " Can ye not discern 
the signs of the times ? " 

In a precisely similar manner has our Lord been 
pleased to give us signs of His second coming. 

These signs, the signs of these times, greatly 
resemble the signs of those times, so far as this, 
— that, like them, they may be found in the chro- 
nology of history, in the condition of Churches, 
in the affairs of nations, and will be found hereafter 
in what is physical. And I do not doubt that the 
burning words apply as much to us as to them : 
" When it is evening ye say. It will be fair weather, 
for the sky is red. And in the morning. It will be 
foul weather to-day, for the sky is red and lowering. 
Oh, ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 
sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" 

In the face of this analogy it seems to me 
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strange indeed that Christian men should per- 
suade themselves that no signs of the appearing 
of the Lord from heaven are given us. 

God has always given signs to His children 
of what He was about to do. When the flood 
was coming a warning was given nine hundred 
sixty and nine years before it happened, at the 
birth of Methuselah, whose name means, "His 
death shall send;" and the flood happened a 
month or two after his death. Another sign was 
given, one hundred and twenty years before the 
flood, in a second warning, and a third sign a 
hundred years before the flood, when Noah re- 
ceived the command to build the ark, and a 
fourth sign a week before the flood, when he 
entered it. Warning came after warning, sign 
after sign. It is a principle in God's dealings, 
" Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I 
do ? " The men of this world never regard God's 
signs. They did not in Noah's days; they did 
not in Lot's days; they did not when our Lord 
came the first time ; they will not when He comes 
the second time. But God's people must not be 
indifferent to them. We must not fail to examine 
the signs of the times. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE TERMINATION OF THE 



TWELVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY YEARS : 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



TAT' HEN I was engaged in preparing the 
^ ^ first edition of this book this sign was 
taking place. 

Just as in Jerusalem, at the time of our Lord's 
First Advent, those who were looking for redemp- 
tion in Israel could not do otherwise than endea- 
vour to compute the period indicated by Daniel's 
seventy weeks, so during the last three hundred 
years, from Luther's time to our own, those who 
have studied prophecy have unavoidably been led 
to inquire when the twelve hundred and sixty 
days of the witnessing in sackcloth began, and 
when they would come to a close. 
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Luther himself considered that the Papacy com- 
menced with the Emperor Phocas, whose short 
reign was in a.d. 606 — 7. It is not certain whether 
the edict by which he is considered to have esta- 
blished the Papal authority was in 606 or 607, 
which is the reason why prophetic commentators 
have fixed, some on 1866 and some on 1867, as 
the probable conclusion of the twelve hundred and 
sixty days. 

While this date was still future there was a 
measure of danger in saying much about it, lest by 
our own too hasty interpretation of God's Word we 
should bring reproach upon God's Word itself. 

It is a remarkable fact that prophetic students, 
differing widely as to what is to be expected at 
the close of this period, are agreed, on looking 
back on the year 1867, that the long expectation 
of its termination at that particular date was then 
fulfilled. 

The twelve hundred and sixty years — z, day for 
a year is the prophetic symbol — are the period 
of the woman's sojourning in the wilderness,* 
and of the prophesying of the witnesses:^ by 

* Rev. xii 6. ^ Rev. 3d. 9. 
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the first of which we must understand, the pro- 
test of the hidden Church; and by the second, 
that of the witnessing Churches against prevail- 
ing apostasy. The first of these occurs in the 
later division of the Apocalypse — ^that of the 
Seven Signs and Seven Vials, which carries us 
over the whole history of the world, from St 
John's days to our own, with a more special 
reference to God's own people: and the second 
occurs in the earlier series of visions — that of 
the Seals and Trumpets,* which relates rather to 
outward Churches in their connection with the 
kingdoms of earth. 

Nothing is taught us directly of what is to hap- 
pen at the close of the twelve hundred and sixty 
years, in the passage relating to the sojourning 
of the woman in the wilderness ; but in the pro- 
phecy of the witnesses we have information on 
this point of the deepest possible interest. 

Students of prophecy are not however here 
agreed, and I will briefly state how it is they 
differ. 

^ On the structural arrangements of the Apocalypse I 
must refer to my "Commentary on the Revelation of St 
John," chap. u. 
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The prediction made in Revelation is this : " I 
will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and three- 
score years, clothed in sackcloth." ^ 

Commentators * are agreed in the main in under- 
standing by this the protest of witnessing Churches 
against apostasy, and in believing that this protest 
was to continue for twelve hundred and sixty years, 
measured from that moment when in the eye of 
God the Papacy commenced. We differ in our ex- 
pectations as to what is to follow their close: as 
to what, if th^ are already closed, ' we are now 
to expect. 

According to the view of late years' most 
prevalent, the witnesses are to cease to witness, 
because the occasion for their witness will have 
ceased. Some sean to anticipate an almost un- 

d Rev. xi. 3. 

•It is from no disrespect to dear brethren who hold 
futurist views, that I say nothing about them. We have no 
common point on which to argue. By commentators I mean 
those who interpret historically. 

' As Mr. Elliott thinks : in which I entirely agree with 
him. 

* Since the publication of " Horse Apocalypticae," and Dr. 
Cumming's Lectures. 
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troubled entrance for the Church into Millennial 
glory; and others a long period (seventy-five years) 
of world-wide trouble and confusion, but no fresh 
persecution of Protestants, or suppression of Pro- 
testant witness.** While they agree in this, that 
the ten kingdoms will no longer give their power 
to the Papacy, but be themselves absorbed into 
three. 

It is necessary to this view, in the first clause 
of Rev. xi. 7, instead of, "When they shall have 
finished," to translate, "When they shall have 
completed:" which is certainly not so natural; 
and to suppose the death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion into heaven of the witnesses to take place 
in the middle of their prophes)dng in sackcloth, 
instead of at the end of it, which is violently 
'unnatural. As the passage stands, it distinctly 
teaches that when the twelve hundred and sixty 
years are ended the death of the witnesses will 
take place. In opposition, therefore, to the opi- 



** The first of these expectations is still Dr. Cumming's, 
I believe ; the second is Mr. Elliott's most recent one. I 
think in some respects it improves his whole scheme in con- 
sistency, but it appears to introduce into it great difficulties 
in other respects. 
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nion prevailing of late years, but in accordance 
with the anticipations of earlier commentators, I 
expect, as the result of the termination of the 
twelve hundred and sixty years, the cessation of 
the Protestant witness, and the temporary triumph 
of apostasy. * 

* "If, the slaying of the witnesses, be future ; it is of vast 
importance that Christians should be aware of it, and act 
accordingly. It does not follow from the suppression of the 
public testimony ; tnz., the general silencing of faithful min- 
isters through the ten kingdoms ; that there will be no 

tme Christianity in those kingdoms. Nay, it is not impro- 
bable that the prevalence of true Christianity will provoke 

this persecution The term of three years and a hal( 

according to the prophetical calculations of the days, in which 
the testimony shall be suppressed ; and the effect with which 
it shall then burst forth, from the ashes under which it had 
been smothered ; and this, through all the ten kingdoms, 
appear to me to give an astonishing interest to this view of 
the subject ; as well* as most animating motives, now to sow 
to the utmost that seed, which will then produce the glorious 
harvest In many other cases we should * rejoice with trem- 
bling ; * but in this, while we cannot but tremble at the 
prospect before us ; we should tremble with rejoicing. Like 
the believer's death, it will be a dark and painful entrance 
on scenes inexpressibly delightful." — ScoWs Commentary on 
Rev, xi. 7 — 12. 

This is made more impressive by the fact that it was 
printed A.D. 1809, that is the date of the edition before me, 
when ** the declining state of Popish superstition" forced Mr. 
Scott to think, from " present appearances," that the beast 
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A more solemn consideration than this, if true, 
cannot be imagined. It is, as I shall presently 
show, by no means a sorrowful one, but, on the 
contrary, one full of hope. Still it is beyond doubt 
matter for deep reflection ; if on the one hand it is 
true that the close of the twelve hundred and sixty 
years is to be followed by the death of the wit- 
nesses, or the suppression of Protestant Churches ; 
and, on the other hand, that the twelve hundred 
and sixty years have actually closed. 

The reasons for believing the twelve hundred 
and sixty years to have closed are these. ^ 

In the view given us of the death of the wit- 
nesses, a Council appears. In " the street of the 

would "change his ground and method of attack : *' that is, 
become infidel, before prevailing against the witnesses. 

k The reasons, as they appear in Mr. Elliott's " Postscript 
on the Pope's own published testimony to the fact of the 
completed expiration in 1867 of the twelve hundred and 
sixty predicted years of Papal spiritual domiaancy in the 
kingdoms of Western Christendom," are somewhat different 
from mine, for the obvious reason that I regard the twelve 
hundred and sixty years not as those of Papal spiritual domi- 
nancy, but of witnessing against it, — against the apostacy both 
in Western and Eastern Christendom. But the fundamental 
fact of the convocation of an CEcumenical Coimcil, underlies 
his reasons and mine. 
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great city" — ^whatever street of the great city or 
Roman Empire it be (I believe it to be Jerusa- 
lem), — a Council is represented as sitting. " They 
of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations," can only be their representatives. It 
is before this Council the dead bodies of the wit- 
nesses, Protestant Churches that have abandoned 
their protest, and become lifeless organizations, 
are said to appear. "They of the people, and 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations, shall see 
their dead bodies three days and an half, and 
shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in 
graves."* Which is in perfect harmony with the 
corresponding part of the Apocalypse in the Sign 
and Vial visions, where we have mention of the 
image of the ten homed beast, the representative 
Council of the Roman Empire, constituted and 
enabled to " speak," or utter canons, by the power 
of the united Apostate Churches of the East and 
the West. 

Just at the expected moment of the close of 
the twelve hundred and sixty years, the Pope, to 
the astonishment of the world, indicts a General 

1 For the minute explanation of all this, I must refer to my 
** Commentary on the Revelation of SL John." 
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Council, and labours to persuade the patriarch of 
Constantinople to attend it. He has not yet suc- 
ceeded in so doing. But at the same time, whether 
in consequence of the Pope's action, or because 
of the troubles in Bulgaria, it is rumoured that a 
general Council of the Greek Church is about to 
meet in Constantinople. 

When we bear in mind thiat no Western Council 
has met since that of Trent, three hundred years 
ago, and no Eastern Council since one at Con- 
stantinople, held shortly after the second Council 
of Nicsea, in the eighth century, a thousand years 
ago, and no Council of the East and the West toge- 
ther, if we except the abortive attempt at Florence, 
since the second Council of Nicsea, in the year 
787, it is a very striking sign of the times : first, 
that the Pope should have summoned a General 
Council of the West ; secondly, that at the same 
time a General Council of the East should be 
talked of; and, thirdly, that the union of the East 
and West in one GEcumenical Council should be 
earnestly desired at Rome, and calmly discussed 
at Constantinople. It seems to indicate that the 
twelve hundred and sixty years of witnessing are 
over, since "they of the people, and kindreds. 
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and tongues, and nations" are preparing to as- 
semble. 

Not as yet all together. A Council at Rome, 
of the West, and a Council at Constantinople, of 
the East, will not fulfil the prediction as I under- 
stand it. But it is easy to see how all this tends 
towards a united Council. We have, as it were, 
separate parts of the image forming, which it is 
not difficult to conceive dove-tailed into one. Nor 
is it difficult to foresee how ready a solution of 
many obstacles might be affijrded by the two 
Councils meeting at Jerusalem. At all events, 
when we compare the present state of the things 
with the prediction, it seems a striking fact, that, 
at the very moment when so many expected the 
twelve hundred and sixty years to close, the subject 
of the day should be an CEcumenical Council. 

Another reason for believing that the twelve 
hundred and sixty years closed in 1867 is, that 
then, in a remarkable manner, the very name of 
Protestant was relinquished. Our own Church 
constitutes at present the principal representative 
of the witnesses in the Western Roman Empire. 
North Germany is substantially outside the Roman 
Empir^. And the Church of Scotland is not within 
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the limits of old Rome. Now it is a fact most sig- 
nificant, that in the year 1867 ^it the Pan-Anglican 
Synod, or Conference of Anglican Bishops, itself a 
result of that craving for Synodical action which 
requires the formation of the image or (Ecumenical 
Council, the name of Protestant was by design 
omitted, though subsequently, through the firmness 
of one of the American Bishops, inserted as part 
of the recognised title of his own Church : an ex- 
ception which confirms what has been said, since 
America formed no part of the Empire either of the 
East or the West. It appears to me a token that 
the witness was then ceasing. 

Everything tends in this direction. The name 
is angrily rejected by a large body of our clergy 
and influential laity. The Reformers and the 
Reformation are abused, in no measured language, 
by men in our own Church; while the Lower 
House of Convocation, moved by the very men 
who are labouring to destroy our Protestantism, 
desired to address the Queen in words which are 
suggestive of the same fact, " that the disestablish- 
ment of the Church in Ireland cannot be had 
without repudiation, on the part of this nation, 
of the necessity and value of the Reformation." 
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In every form that repudiation is being made ; in 
other words, the witnessess are ceasing to witness, 
because the twelve hundred and sixty years are 
over. 

Commencing with a.d. 607, the date of the Edict 
of Phocas, we come to a.i>. 1867, as the end of 
the twelve hundred and sixty years. After that 
we learn from the prophecy that the witnesses 
will cease to witness, and on ceasing to witness 
cease to li^e ; and an CEcumenical Council will 
meet and triumph over them. The year 1867 has 
passed away ; in it the name of Protestant was 
virtually relinquished at the Lambeth Conference, 
and the Pope originated his scheme for the Council 
of 1869. What is this but the ftilfilment of the 
prediction ? Then we must expect the three years 
and a half of the suppression of the Protestant 
witness, and the persecution of God's faithful 
people. We must not be surprised at j5nding the 
stream of public opinion going the wrong way, 
nor need we be too much troubled by it, since, 
to use old Thomas Scott's words, while " in many 
other cases we should * rejoice with trembling,' in 
this, while we cannot but tremble at the prospect 
before us, we should tremble with rejoicing." 
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Notwithstanding the constant assertions of oppo- 
nents, no calm investigator of prophecy has ever 
asserted that the Advent would take place imme- 
diately on the close of the twelve hundred and 
sixty years.™ 

But though the close of the twelve hundred and 
sixty years is not the date of the Advent, since 
before that takes place other events must happen, 
it is a very signij5cant sign that the Advent is 
drawing near. With the exception of the three 
years and a half, predicted as three days and a 

°^Dr. Cumming, who has been accused of making this 
assertion, has over and over again denied it. According to 
Mr. Elliott's latest view, seventy-five years must of necessity 
elapse first : in itself to my own mind, a very great objection 
to this view. The knowledge that the twelve hundred and 
sixty years must close first, in the uncertainty as to their 
commencement, ^as not inconsistent with the expectation of 
living to witness it Seventy five years would throw it beyond 
our expectation almost as much as a thousand years ; and all 
the ai^;ument against the view of a post-millennial Advent, 
derived frova. its inconsistency with the Advent being the 
hope of the Church, applies now that we have just reached 
the termination of the twelve himdred and sixty years, 
to the view which necessarily interposes seventy-five years 
between its close and the coming of the Lord. It arises from 
what I conceive to be a mistaken interpretation of the twelve 
hundred and ninety and the thirteen hundred and thirty-five 
days of Daniel xiL ii. See my Commentary, pages 1 86, 187. 
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half in Rev. xL, it is the last chronological period 
— unless the two-thousand three-hundred days in 
Dan. viii. is an exception — ^which had to run ojut. 
Events there are, but with the exception of the 
three years and a half suppression of Protestant 
witnesses, there is no chronological element by 
which to measure the length of time required for 
them. 

Chronologically we have but one more milestone 
to pass — the beginning and end of the three years 
and a half — ^before we may expect to hear the cry, 
"Behold the Bridegroom cometh." Not that I 
consider it certain that when that period is passed 
the cry will immediately be heard; but I do 
not think that after that any chronological datum 
will exist for predicting delay. Various periods 
have been marked upon the Sacred Calendar of 
prophecy, so marked indeed as to leave their 
commencement and their end very indefinite until 
they had actually closed : the duration of the Sara- 
cenic woe ; the length of time from the destruction 
of Jerusalem to Wycliflfe, the Morning Star of the 
Reformation; and from the destruction of Jerusalem 
to John Huss and the dawn of the Reformation ; 
and then the twelve hundred and sixty years of the 
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Protestant witness; — ^the close of each of these 
periods has in succession formed a mile-stone. 
And now there remains but one : the three years 
and a half of the Church's final trial ; and when 
that has passed we shall only have to wait for 
the Master's knock. The prophetic times will 
have run their course, and day-break must be 
near. 
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CHAPTER III. 



SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE: 
A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



'T^O speak of the separation of Church and 
-■* State as a sign of the last days may appear 
strange to some, but that it is so is nevertheless 
true. 

We are not now concerned with the right or 
wrong of this matter, but with the indication which 
the stream of opinion, setting as it does in that 
direction, gives us as to our position on the chart 
of Divine history. 

If we look beyond our own islands we shall 
see that the present movement against the Irish 
Church is part of a much wider movement against 
ecclesiastical establishments in general. We find 
it existing in the most Roman Catholic countries : 
in Italy, and Spain, and Austria, as well as in our 

D 
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own Protestant England. And which is still more 
remarkable, even the Pope, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, has allowed himself to drift along the 
same current, the same universal tide in the great 
sea of nations. • 

This is the true significance, though probably 
not the conscious reason, of the omission in the 
Bull of indiction of the usual invitation to Emperors 
and kings. The motive which led the Pope to 
abstain from following the usual precedent is plain 
enough. While the three Emperors of France 
and Russia and Austria, and the King of Prus- 
sia, to say nothing of meaner candidates like 
the King of Greece, are ready to draw the sword 
for the coveted prizes of the Empire of the 
East and the Empire of the West, the Pope 

* "Of all the strange things which are going on in the 
world hardly any is so strange as this, if it is viewed in its 
true light Everywhere Church and State are being separated, 

and are confronting each other The result of this must 

be a mute, inarticulate opposition and rivalry, which will end 
either in subjugating the State to the Church, or in breaking 
up and destroying*the power of the clergy over men's minds. 
It is the greatest question of the day. The Pope's letters 
summoning a General Council, are extreme illustrations of 
its most imposing aspect." — Pall Mall Gazette^ July 21st, 
i863. 
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could not, without affronting all the rest, address 
any one of them as the Emperor. The Holy 
Roman Empire is at this moment without a 
head, and the Pope is not in a position yet, by 
the act of Coronation, to confer on some new 
Charlemagne the dignity in question. But in this 
omission more is implied.^ It implies that we 
are entering on a new state of things, in which 
the relations between Church and State will be 
altogether different It implies that the Pope 
recognizes this fact, and is prepared to act upon 
it We cannot for one moment imagine that the 

^ '' Another cause requiring the deliberation of the Chnrcli 
is the change of its relations, both those of the Holy See 
and of the several churches of its communion, to the civil 
powers of every country. Since the Council of Trent, the 
revolutions in France, Austria and Italy have separated the 
civil powers from the unity of the Church. The nations 
remain Catholic as before, but many public laws are at vari- 
ance with the laws of the Church The theory of the 

separation of Church and State, and the independence of the 
two, and of free churches in free states, if enunciated as an 
absolute truth, is an error at variance with the mission of the 
Chiu-ch to mankind. If it be affirmed only as a statement of 
the tendency of the world, and of the events before our eyes, 
it is an undoubted fact" — The Centenary of St Peter and the 
General Council^ by Henry Edward Archbishop of West- 
minster, pp. 82 — 84. 
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Pope is willing to abate one jot of his pretentions 
to the " supreme and independent direction of all 
civil powers in matters which fall within the Divine 
law." '^ But what he proposes is this, that instead 
of being in alliance with separate nationalities, the 
Church as a whole should govern the nations. * 

According to this idea there will no longer be 
national Churches. The civil Governments will 
have nothing to do with religious matters, but 
work in a sphere altogether below them, while 
"the Church throughout the world," one and 
indivisible, will sit in solitary isolation, unchecked 
from beneath, yet exercising over all "supreme 
and independent direction of all civil powers in 
matters which fall within the Divine law." * 

° Manning'* s Pastoral^ p. 94. 

d " We are approaching a time when civil governments 
must deal with the Church as a whole, and with its head as 
supreme." — Ibidf p. 95. 

• Manning^ 5 Pastoraly p. 94. Speaking of the Council he 
says, " A further effect will be to hasten the extinction of the 
spirit of nationalism, which for many centuries has troubled 

the Church We have now entered a period in which 

hardly a Catholic nation exists Nations, as political 

societies, are no longer Catholic. But the masses of the 
people in many countries, and a large proportion in others, 
remain firmly and visibly Catholic. " — Ibid^ 95, 96. 
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So far from the thought indicated by the omis- 
sion of Sovereigns in the invitation to the General 
Council being one of humiliation and depression, 
it is the very reverse. By the separation of Church 
and State' the Pope intends the unrestrained do- 
minion of the former. The State external to the 
Church is to be overridden by it, and ruled by it 
Mr. Ffoulkes, Roman Catholic as he is, has ironi- 
cally expressed, in an apt quotation, the real mean- 
ing of the tone adopted in the invitation to the 
Council. " Of all institutions the Popedom alone 
stands erect : has never erred on any subject 
whatever, has never been otherwise than what it 
is now, has preserved its integrity, as well as its 
faith, unsullied It alone has never caused divi- 
sions, or driven Christians into revolt; it alone 
has never done anything for which it has cause 
to blush or repent. * I am, and none else beside 

' "The Bull does not invite Sovereigns to sit in the CounciL 
The omission is remarkable. It implies that there are no 
longer Catholic crowns : — that is to say, that the order in 
which society has lived for the last thousand years no longer 
exists. What has been called the middle age has come to an 
end. The date of the Bull is the date of its death, its last sigh. 
Another era begins. The Church and State are separated. " — 
M. Venillot in VUnivers, quoted by Elliott in his Postscript 
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me I shall be as a lady for ever : I shall 

not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss 
of children.* — Babylon loquitur, non Jenisalem."' 
Babylon is speaking, Mr. Ffoulkes being witness, 
not Jerusalem. 

In the Books of Daniel and Revelation the 
ten-homed beast, or Roman Empire, appears under 
various different phases, indicating different times 
of its existence, and the relations which at different 
periods it has sustained and will sustain towards 
the Apostate Church. 

One of these, the last before the appearing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to translate His saints, is 
found in the seventeenth chapter of the book of 
Revelation. It is to be carefully distinguished 
jfrom that in Rev. xii., which relates to a period 
before the Apostate Church was revealed; and 
from that in Daniel vii. 8, which in conjuction with 
the corresponding part of Daniel viii., exhibits the 
state of things while the Latin and Greek Apos- 
tasies are separate, as they are now, but bound up 
each of them with the kingdoms of earth ; and 

« The Church's Creed, or the Crown's Creed? A letter to 
the Most Rev. Archbishop Manning, etc. , etc. ; by Edmund 
J. Ffoulkes, B. D. , author of ** Christendom's Divisions, " p. 6. 
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from that in the thirteenth chapter, in which there 
is a union of the two, distinct from the beast of civil 
dominion, but in some degree subservient to it while 
exercising its power. In the seventeenth chapter 
the woman, Babylon the Great, is seen sitting on 
the beast and guiding it " He carried me away 
in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a 
woman upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup 
in her hand full of abominations and filthiness 
of her fornication : and upon her forehead was a 
name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, 

THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF 

THE EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus." This is the aim and 
end foreshadowed in the mode of speaking of 
which Mr. Ffoulkes says, ^^ Babylon loquitur ^ non 
Jerusalem^ 

But both prophecy and present appearances 
indicate that for this last phase of the Papacy we 
have yet to wait a little while. Babylon is Rome 
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Papal, the Apostasy of the West without the 
Apostasy of the East, for the latter will still exist 
as the False Prophet, when the former has been 
destroyed. ^ 

There is an intermediate state, that shown in 
Rev. xiii., in which the two homed beast, or 
united Apostate Churches of the East and West, 
is separate from the beast of civil dominion, the 
Roman Empire, but apparently, though not really, 
subservient to it. And it does not need any great 
foresight to perceive that in order to bring about 
the union between the East and West, which he 
so much desires, and to persuade the patriarchs 
of the East to enter with him an CEcumenical 
Council, the Pope will have for a time to use 
different language. Mr. Ffoulkes shows how this 
was done at the time of the Council of Florence ; 
and there can be little doubt that, in order to effect 
the predicted short-lived union of Christendom in 
an CEcumenical Council at Jerusalem, the Pope, 
whether Pius IX. or his successor, will have to follow 
the example of his predecessors, use milder words 
and manage matters more skilfully. In the West 

^ Rev. xix. 
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as well as the East there are multitudes who will 
make this the condition of submission. * 

That this will be done, that to us Mr. Ffoulkes 
words " material guarantees," such as the relinquish- 
ment or loss of the temporal power, and removal 
of the See to Jerusalem, will be given, I have no 
doubt. For a little while, for three years and a 
half, this lowered tone will produce union between 
the East and the West, and enable the united 
Apostasy to persecute with the applause of the 
world. 

But even now we may see foreshadowings of a 
yet further phase, when, drunk with the blood of 
the saints, the Roman Apostasy will ride the beast, 
domineer openly over the Empire, and go into 
destruction. 

This is a distinct tendency from that of re-union, 
and though both exist, one must in its develop- 
ment precede the other. The separation of Church 

* "Though the re-union of Christendom, which has been 
the dream as well as the prayer and study of my whole life, 
seems absolutely looming in the distance, I desire to record 
my solemn conviction, that it cannot be, that it ought not to 
be, till material guarantees have been secured that Rome 
shall never again be what she has been, and to some extent 
still is." — Ffoulkes^ Letter to Mannings p. 14. 
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and State is needed for each. And we learn from 
prophecy which will first prevail. First the short- 
lived re-union, and then Babylon will sit alone as 
a queen. 

When this takes place the Advent cannot be 

far off. For the appearing of Christ to translate 
His Bride is the marriage-day of the Church. The 

fall of Babylon and the marriage of the Church 

come close together. " After these things I heard 

a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, 

Alleluia : salvation, and glory, and honour, and 

power, unto the Lord our God : for true and 

righteous are His judgments : for He hath judged 

the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 

her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of 

His servants at her hand. And again they said, 

Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and 

ever. And the four and twenty elders and the 

four beasts fell down and worshipped God that 

sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And 

a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our 

God, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, 

both small and great. And I heard as it were the 

voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of 

many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunder- 
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ings, sapng, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honour to Him : for the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and His wife hath made herself ready." ^ 

Here we have the glorious Appearing; for the 
marriage cannot come without the Bridegroom. 
Babylon is to fall in the height of her pride and 
glory. And though that is not the event which 
lies immediately before us, — though we have an 
intervening period of a somewhat different cha- 
racter before Babylon sits upon the beast, and is 
utterly destroyed, — ^yet that period we know to be 
short, very short, and even now we can see those 
tendencies which will hereafter show themselves in 
that intoxication of triumph which will precede 
her fall. 

In these we have a sign of the times, a sign of 
the near approach of the day of Christ's appearing. 
Nor must we look upon all this as dismal prognos- 
tication of evils coming on the Church. " Prophet 
of ill," is the name by which many call those who 
so interpret Scripture. But not only is this no 
proof that the warnings are unneeded, since pro- 

J Rev. xix. I — 7. 
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phecy, true prophecy, does not deal much in 
smooth things, nor can any true interpretation of 
it ; it is also the most blessed hope of the Christian 
that his Lord is coming : and if trouble and con- 
flict and persecution itself are signs of it, then 
welcome trouble, welcome conflict, welcome per- 
secution, welcome anything which is the harbinger 
of the appearing of the Bridegroom of His Church. 
There are pains which are longed for, though 
painful when they are felt, because joyful when 
they are over. " A woman when she is in travail 
hath sorrow, because her hour is come, but as 
soon as she is delivered of the child she remem- 
bereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is 
bom into the world. And ye now therefore have 
sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you." The coming conflicts of the Church will 
be but the birth-pangs of glory. 
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CONDITION OF PROTESTANT 



CHURCHES: 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



"T X T'E have seen how there is a sign in the 
^ ^ chronology of history, — the close of the 
twelve hundred and sixty years during which the 
witnesses were to prophecy in sackcloth, indicating 
the arrival of the last conflicts of the Church ; and 
we have also seen another sign in that tendency of 
the day to the separation of Church and State, 
of which we can trace the eddies here, but the full 
stream of which is found in the present attitude 
of the Romish Church towards the Sovereigns of 
Christendom. 

As far as Protestant Churches are concerned, 
if they were all sound within, their separation from 
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the State would injure it, but not them. In the 
State it would be sin, and might be apostasy, but 
in the Churches it would produce good, purify by 
trial, and bring strength out of weakness. 

But when we look at our Protestant Churches 
we are constrained to feel that their inward condi- 
tion is one of decay. 

We must always bear in mind that what deter- 
mines the moral or spiritual condition of an indi- 
vidual, or a body, is not so much the absolute 
state as the movement, the tendency. 

In our own Church of England there is much 
reason for fear that in the eye of God there are 
symptons of the approach of death. 

For the last hundred years there has been a 
great revival of Evangelical truth. Its effect has 
been seen, and is still seen, in the godly lives and 
happy deaths of a countless number. There was 
a time when it seemed instinct with power not 
only to change hearts, but to deal with the evils 
which afflict our race, to break down oppression, 
as in the case of the slave trade and slavery, and 
make war upon sin of all kinds, as, for instance, 
with the Government patronage of idolatry in 
India. Has not the salt in some degree lost its 
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savour? Where is to be found the indignant 
protest against what is evil, even in our Church 
itself? There are fearful abuses : Church patronage 
treated as a property, not as a trust ; simony, moral 
if not legal, unblushingly paraded in our news- 
papers; the ministry degraded into a profession, 
and its higher offices regarded as prizes, sometimes 
even as rewards of political zeal ; and yet no voice, 
or hardly any, is raised against these abuses, and it 
is thought wisdom to maintain silence, and avoid, 
above everything, unsettling what is old. 

Innovation indeed there is, but it has set in 
towards ancient corruptions, long ago relinquished. 
We are going back into idolatry, for no other word 
will express what is done. There is no conceal- 
ment here. Men avow that they worship a sup- 
posed Objective Presence of Christ under the 
form of bread and wine. If there is such a sin 
as idolatry, here it is. And yet in our witnessing 
Church this is openly taught and openly practised. 
So deep has the delusion sunk into men's hearts, 
so firm is the belief of the lie, that those opposed 
to it seem to have relinquished all hope of over- 
coming it by spiritual weapons, and go, as a last 
resort, to courts of law to crush it A most hu- 

£ 
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miliating confession this of spiritual decay, that 
no man can be found to wield the sword of the 
Spirit against downright idolatry with sufficient 
power, and that all that can be done is to bind 
error with the chains of human law, or drive out 
the men because we cannot drive out the doctrine. 
The present state of things is enough to make 
the heart bleed. It is not so much that giant errors 
are stalking through the land, but that the men 
who know and love the truth have lost confidence 
in it, and lost confidence in one another. The 
skill of our great enemy has so mingled things 
indifferent with things vital, as to have insensibly 
removed the ancient land-marks, and changed the 
lines of division. Where is the true Evangelical 
succession ? I can trace \l in two or three of our 
great societies, which retain in a wonderful manner 
the impress of our fathers' and grandfathers' hands ; 
but in any other direction, in any more definite 
form, it is not easy to find it. Elements have 
mingled with the gold which are not of it, and 
the gold may be found elsewhere, in the midst of 
rubbish. Is it not the case that many faithful 
servants of God in our own Church stand almost 
isolated, because of minute deviations in opinion 
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or practice from the beaten path, which, whether 
for the better or the worse, are at least as insignifi- 
cant as observing or not observing a day, or eating 
herbs instead of flesh ? Our fathers loved to seek 
for truth wherever they could find it, and owned 
as brethren all in whom appeared the love of 
Christ and holiness of life. The real line of de- 
marcation then was the being on Christ's side, 
or against Him. Is it so now? In our conflict 
against error are we not sustained by those who 
would with still greater readiness war against the 
truth, whose hostility is roused by the religiousness 
of those in error, not the erroneousness of their 
religion? And, on the other hand, are we not 
separated from many with whom we are one in 
Christ, because, though they follow Him, they 
follow not with us ? This division between those 
who ought to be united, on account of trifles 
which one is ashamed to mention, and the dis- 
position in those who are alarmed by the inroads 
of false doctrine, instead of wielding with confidence 
the sword of truth, to have recourse to carnal 
weapons, and lean on worldly alliances, — each of 
them is an index of waning life in the most living 
portion of our Church. 
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Events are even now taking place, the result 
of which can hardly fail to be the disintegration 
of the Church itsel£ In one limb of the body 
we have two rival Bishops, — the one verging 
towards Infidelity, the other towards Romanism, 
— ^with neither of whom Evangelical Chiurchmen 
can feel the slightest sympathy. Surely here is 
mortification commenced, which threatens speedy 
dissolution. 

But just as in the times which preceded the first 
advent, one sign of the times was the decay of the 
Jewish Church, so is the breaking up of outward 
Churches and their inward decay a sign of the 
approach of the second advent. 

Scripture is very plain and distinct on this point 
I cannot find a word there to lead to the supposi- 
tion, that it is when His Churches have conquered, 
He will come to take His kingdom. On the con- 
trary : " When the Son of Man cometh, shall He 
find faith on the earth ? " 

Everything we read is in the opposite direction. 
So far from its being the case, that Christ's coming 
is to be preceded by a Millennium of holiness and 
peace, we read that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. And if we compare what is said of 
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these perilous times with our own, we shall find in 
them a very close agreement 

But besides this we have certain distinct predic- 
tions as to the condition of God's Churches in the 
times preceding the advent, which make this sign 
still more express and distinct 

We are taught to expect the decay and death 
of outward Churches. God calls His Churches, 
in the Book of Revelation, candlesticks. And at 
a particular period of their history, when the 
Churches of the saints had to begin to protest 
against Apostasy, they began to be called wit- 
nesses. The prediction declares that for twelve 
hundred and sixty m)rstic " days," or years, these 
witnesses shall prophesy, or preach, against error 
in the outer court of Christendom : a prediction 
which has been accomplished. For the last twelve 
hundred and sixty years, or thereabouts, with more 
or less of zeal and courage, this witness has been 
made in £urope. East and West, against prevailing 
Apostasy. Men in former ages sealed this testi- 
mony with their blood. Of the earlier witnesses, 
such as the Albigenses and Waldenses, hundreds 
and thousands and tens of thousands were slain 
with the sword Our own martyred Reformers, 
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and those of France and Italy and Spain, followed 
in the train, and formed part of the noble anny. 
Up to recent times there have not been wanting 
some in other lands, though not in our own, to 
continue the succession of martyrs. And here, 
even more than elsewhere, the witness has been 
maintained against the idolatries of Rome. Our 
own Church has been a witnessing or Protestant 
Church, and borne her testimony against those 
errors which have changed the Churches of the 
greater part of Christendom into apostasies. 

Now, it is predicted* that this witness shall 
terminate; that before the Lord's coming the wit- 
nesses shall protest no more, and having ceased to 
perform this function for which they existed, shall 
in Christ's eye cease to live. The words are very 
solemn when rightly understood: "When they" 
(that is the witnesses, or Protestant Churches), 
" shall have finished their testimony," when they 
bear witness no longer, are no more Protestant, 
" the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless 
pit shall make war against them, and shall over- 

■ Rev. xL 3 — 12. For the details of interpretation and 
the proofs, I must refer to my Commentary on the Revela- 
tion of St John. 
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come them, and kill them." Remain they will, but 
as dead bodies, out of which all the life has fled. 
Much more is said than this, on which it would 
take too long to enter now. But observe this one 
fact, — ^that there is a prediction of a time when the 
witnesses, or Protestant Churches, after having 
witnessed for twelve hundred and sixty years, shall 
cease to do so as Churches, lose all inward life, 
and become mere dead bodies. 

We cannot look around on the Protestant 
Churches, and our own in particular, without 
seeing that this is taking place before our eyes. 
A change has come over men's minds, of the 
most remarkable description. The very errors 
against which the witnesses witnessed are taught, 
the very name of Protestant is rejected. Just 
as twelve hundred and sixty years of this witness 
have been completed, this change is taking place, 
and in one way or another the witness is ceasing, 
and the Churches which were Protestant are be- 
coming ashamed even of the name. 

The predicted result of this termination of their 
witness is death, — their becoming " dead bodies ; " 
lifeless organizations, out of which the breath of 
spiritual life has departed. What is predicted is 
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the temporaiy triumph of error over truth, and the 
victory of Apostasy. 

We may look at this in two ways. 

In the first place, there is in this prediction, 
coupled with what we already see, a warning which 
we do not wisely to neglect God has given us 
the warning to prepare us for the conflict. He has 
shown us that we ha^e to expect tribulation of no 
ordinary kind. He has told us of the temptation 
which will come upon all the world, that we may be 
prepared to resist it By shutting our eyes to this 
sign of these times, we may be running into most 
fearful danger. I do not think that God ever gives 
warnings which we can with safety pass unheeded, 
nor do I think that here is an exception. Perhaps 
everything may depend upon our listening to the 
voice, lest we should be ensnared by that S3rren 
song of the Roman enchantress who lifts her cup 
to the unsuspecting lips, and become involved, be- 
fore we are aware of it, in all the plagues which 
God has pronounced against her. 

But, in the second place, in this aspect of our 
. times we may read a sign of our Lord's return. 

In that chapter in Revelation to which I have 
already referred as predicting the cessation of 
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witnessing, and the death of the witnesses, — ^the 
loss of all spiritual life in the Churches which 
have given up their protest, — ^there follows almost 
immediately the glorious announcement : ^' And 
the Seventh Angel sounded, and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying. The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and 
ever." The perilous times are the last times; 
and in that peculiar temptation to Apostasy which 
is now sweeping over us, we may see a sign that 
our Lord Himself will not delay His coming, 
but that ere long the shout shall be heard, and 
the trump of the Archangel sound, and He shall 
appear in the clouds of heaven. 

In itself it ought to fill us with the deepest 
grief to see how doctrines which involve the 
adoration of that which man has made, as if it 
were God,^ and the assumption on the part of 
poor weak sinful man of Divine prerogatives, 
should be finding their way step by step into 
men's hearts, and believed to be God's truth, 
while really Satan's lie. It is indeed the saddest 

* " God incarnate, under the form of Bread." — The Church 
and the IVifrld, P. 236. 
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of all sad things, to see how feeble is man's love 
of the truth: how easily a mere sentiment per- 
verted will overshadow it and put it out of sight : 
how ready is the heart of man to turn from the 
simple blessed Gospel of God's grace to fables, 
and to feel how difficult it is to maintain the 
testimony for which holy martjnrs shed their blood. 
But while conscious of all that, we must not fail 
to see in this state of things the sign of the coming 
of the Son of man. In this point of view we 
may find a cause of rejoicing, even in the midst 
of all that is so full of sorrow. Always, in the 
Word of God is that which precedes the Glorious 
Appearing drawn in dark colours. It is the dark- 
ness before sunrise. And just as the decay of the 
Jewish Church was a sign of the first advent, so 
is the decay of our witnessing Churches, their 
ceasing to bear witness, a sign of the second 
advent. When He comes. He will find the Man 
of Sin in the fulness of his strength, or at all 
events, only beginning to be consumed. When 
He comes He will come to His troubled people to 
give them rest. When He comes He will come 
to those who have fought the fight and main- 
tained the conflict; and in the very fact that the 
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conflict is thickening, that error is prevailing, that 
the great Apostasy is gathering within its net the 
very Churches which have resisted it the most 
firmly, we may at least see a sign that the time 
is near when the Seventh Angel shall sound, and 
the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ 

This, and other signs of the times are meant 
to fill us with a deep and overpowering conviction 
that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. It is 
just as unwise in us to shut our eyes to the signs 
of His second coming, as it was in the Jews to 
shut their eyes to the signs of His first coming. 
We cannot do so without both guilt and folly. 
That coming may be to us the object of dread, or 
the object of hope. To one it is the coming of 
Him whom he has never loved, with whom he 
has had no communion; to another it is the 
coming of Him who is his Life, his Joy, his Hope, 
his All. But which ever it be, it is of incalcu- 
lable moment' not to shut our eyes to it, or to any 
of the signs which precede it. 

This sign in the state of the Churches is one 
which is plain and patent, and cannot be denied. 
Whatever opinions a man may hold, no one can 
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dcBj that a thaBigt of fiodiig his come across 
oar Clmrdics widi reelec t to Romish, cnois. No 
(me who knows what is passing aionnd him will 
▼cntuie to aflbm diat Frolestant Chmches bear 
that witness which tibej once boie. It is noto- 
ncnislj otherwise. Then, while in tiiis there is 
the b^;imiing oi deep tribulationy there is also a 
sign that we are near the end, and near the mani- 
festation of ^e sons of God. Then there is no 
time to be lost in seddng refoge while it may 
be found. Still is the good news of salvation 
proclaimed, die message of the Saviour^s love is 
still repeated, and still from day to day is God 
by His Spirit gathering souls. Be persuaded 
to seek die Saviour's fece, to accept His salva- 
tion, to respond to His love, if as yet you have 
not done so. Do not shut your eyes to this sign 
of the times. Do not r^ard it with indifference. 
Do not be content with knowing what is right, 
and not rejecting what is true. But in this sign 
see the coming of the Lord to be at hand; and 
while you may, go and kneel at His feet and 
receive His pardon, and b^in to live. Never, 
never let it be true of you that you can discern 
other things, but are blind to the signs of the 
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times, lest when the hour has struck which will 
dose the day of grace, you should find it too late. 
And if you are already His, you must not shut 
your eyes to the signs of the times. You must 
find encouragement in them, and see in them the 
sign of His appearing. How blessed a hope ! 
How bright an expectation ! We look for the 
Lord from heaven. In the troubles and tempta- 
tions pf the present, we hear the sound of His 
chariot wheels. All hail that glorious morrow, 
that consummation of our blessedness ! 

** He comes, He comes : the Judge severe I 
The seventh trumpet speaks Him near ; 
His lightnings flash. His thunders roll : 
He*s welcome to the weary soul." 

Only let us hold fast His truth, maintain His 
cause, rejoice in His salvation, cling to His pro- 
mises in unwavering confidence : then shall we 
call Him our's in that day, and He will call us 
His. And the red and lowering morning, such 
as we now see spreading over our Churches, will 
be changed ere midday into the clear shining after 
rain, and at evening time there shall be light. 
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CHAPTER V. 



PERILOUS TIMES: 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



TN writing to Timothy, St. Paul gives us a fearful 
-^ picture of the state of Christendom in the last 
days. 

By the last days we must understand the times 
preceding the appearing of the Lord Jesus ; and 
for this reason the characteristics of the last days 
are necessarily signs of the second advent. 

Nothing great, either evil or good, moves at 
once, or by any sudden impulse. What St. Paul 
affirms in 2 Thess. ii., of the mystery of iniquity, 
is generally true, — ^that the workings of evil, like 
the workings of good, always precede their full 
development ; and for that reason we might have 
expected to find, as we actually do find, that the 
characteristics of the last times, as here given, 

F 
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are not so absolutely confined to them but that 
they might be traced in their degree all along. 
While yet that which has to a certain extent 
been true before, will in the last days prove to 
be more manifestly true, and form a more striking 
feature of the times. 

For this reason the sign of the Lord's coming, 
which we are now to consider, is not so distinct 
a sign of it as that which we have already 
considered. The decay of Protestant Churches, 
the surrender of their witness, and their conse- 
quent death, is, so far as it has gone, and will 
be, when it is completed, a more definite sign 
than the moral and religious condition of the 
times which admits of degrees. But in the fact 
stated, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come, we have a decisive proof that the coming 
of the Lord will not be after the commencement 
of world-wide holiness and happiness ; that we 
must not look first for that time foretold, when 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea, when the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, — and then for His advent ; 
but that we must look first for His advent, and 
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then for the Millennial glory, since up to His 
appearing, and even after it, the battle will be 
raging, for it is in the last days that perilous times 
shall come. 

Let us read the description of these perilous 
times : " Men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; having a form of god- 
Uness, but den)ang the power thereof: from such 
turn away, for of this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts, ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses, so do these also resist the truth : men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith." 

We might examine these verses one by one 
and word by word ; but we are now in search of 
signs of the Lord's coming, and for that purpose 
we need look only at certain salient points which 
mark the moral and religious features of the last 
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times: selfishness in morals, outwardness in reli- 
gion, priestcraft enslaving the conscience, false 
miracles. 

Selfishness is the first of these characteristic 
marks; and all that follows, — "covetous, boast- 
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God," — all this is in fact included in that one 
phrase, " Lovers of their own selves." 

Man is so selfish naturally, that it might seem 
at first sight as though this could not form a 
characteristic of one time more than of another. 
It might be said with great plausibility, that there 
never was a time when it might not be asserted 
truly that men were lovers of their own selves. 

But we must, in the first place, remember that 
the prophecy assumes that in the last days there 
will be a form of godliness. It is of persons 
professing godliness, at all events bearing the 
Christian name, that our text speaks. Of such 
it might have seemed as though it could hardly 
be a characteristic mark that they were lovers of 
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their own selves. Unhappily, we know too well 
that such is the corruption of human nature, that 
in the full blaze of Gospel light men always have 
been found to love their own selves, and that 
nothing is and always has been more uncommon 
than the reverse. "All seek their own: not the 
things which are Jesus Christ's." 

And we must remember further, that there is 
in the present state of things that which does 
make this a special characteristic of the day in 
which we live. I do not know that men are 
really more selfish, but they more unblushingly 
avow themselves selfish, than at any other period 
of earth's history. 

Am I wrong in this? Is it not the fact that 
in this nineteenth century it is everywhere pro- 
claimed that man's self-love is the grand motive 
power? Is not this the doctrine which has lea- 
vened our laws, which is supposed to be the life 
of our commerce, which has been owned as the 
supreme law for nations, which is announced as 
the secret of national prosperity and national 
wealth? 

And has not this principle of selfishness in- 
fected everything? The statesman appeals to it. 
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the merchant appeals to it, the workman appeals 
to it. In other ages men have been selfish enough. 
The peculiarity of this age is that selfishness is 
looked upon as right, is made avowedly a prin- 
ciple of action ; and so far are men from being 
ashamed of it, that they treat any higher principle 
with scorn, as enthusiasm and folly. 

This avowed preference of what is considered 
useful to what is right: this doctrine, that what 
a man or a nation has to consider is what is 
most advantageous, not what is most righteous, 
seems to me a marvellous fulfilment of the pre- 
diction. It would not perhaps be difficult to 
show that the rest of this catalogue of evils may 
be found existing in abundance, but it is this 
principle which runs through them all. And just 
as the very foundation of God's law, the very 
final distinction between right and wrong, so fiaur 
as man's duty is concerned, is found in the love 
of God, so in the debased morality of the day 
the final principle is the love of oneself. 

The evil is that of man's nature fallen ; but 
the lifting the evil into a good, the saying of it 
that it is the regulator of human actions, the 
shaping of law and commerce and national action 
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in accordance with it, the undisguised assertion 
of that as a principle from the accusation of which 
men have hitherto shrunk, is a peculiarity of this 
age; and when men are thinking of creating a 
Millennium of happiness out of what they call 
social science, of which this self-love is the foun- 
dation, they do in fact fulfil this prediction, and 
make it true in a sense in which it has never 
been true before, — that men are "lovers of their 
own selves." 

I will not stop to speak of the bitter fruits 
which grow on this root. They are touched on 
in what follows. Is there one of the catalogue 
of evils which the Apostle enumerates for which 
the present age is not remarkable? Some may 
be more marked than others ; but they do all 
abound. Not that all are to be found every- 
where. In some men one is seen, in some 
another : but an impartial view of our own times 
would include them all. And in spite of our 
great material advantages, in spite of our boasted 
knowledge, in spite of much of refinement un- 
known to our forefathers, the voice of infallible 
truth reiterates these words against us, and con- 
demns this nineteenth century for its covetousness, 
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ris pnde, its &obe£cncc, its nnthankfolness, its 
trcacheiT, its profiigacj, its r ont murt of those that 
are good, its high-cuDdediiess^ its love of pleasure, 
its utter seilf-jnsti^rixig selfishness. 

It is difficult when we stand in a fog to judge 
aiig^t of the shapes and sizes of things. This 
makes it hard to speak conectly of the moral 
chazacteristics of the age we hve in. But I 
do not believe the principles of this age or its 
tendencies, at all events many of them, to be 
those which God ^proves. It is deeply stained 
with the love of money, the love of pleasure, and 
the love of self^ and fulfils the words, — ''In the 
last 62iys perilous times shall come." 

The second of these great characteristics, — ^in- 
cluding all the previous details under that one 
head, " Men shall be lovers of their own selves," — 
is outwardness in religion : '' having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof." 

This sign of the last times does at once dis- 
prove the common idea, now so prevalent, of 
predominant Atheism, and an infidel Antichrist 
I know that good and holy men hold this view. 
But the opinion itself, as originally invented, was 
merely a blind to hide firom men's eyes the true 
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nature of Antichrist, and the real danger of the 
Church. It was held by Romish Bishops in the 
fourteenth century, as their only escape from the 
accusations of prophecy against the Papacy. The 
words before us cut away this notion by the roots. 
In the last days, instead of an atheistic world 
under an infidel Antichrist, men shall have the 
form of godliness. 

The form of godliness is a very good thing. 
Whether it be the "form of sound doctrine," or 
the "form of sound words," it is a very good 
thing. We must by no means undervalue it 
And where there is the reality of godliness we 
have the right to expect the form of it The 
outward language of prayer is a part of it. So 
is the song of thanksgiving. So is the diligent 
reading of God's Word. So are the Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. They are 
the form of godliness. Where these are absent 
there is not even this. There are men in every 
land who have not even this. They use no 
prayer, sing no hymns, partake of no sacraments, 
keep outside and aloof from the worship of 
God's sanctuary. There have been times when 
this was habitual, and it has even been known 
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that men in a frenzy of infidelity have tried to 
destroy every vestige of the outward form of 
godliness. 

But so it will not be in the last days. Men 
will come to church, will make many prayers, 
praises ^411 duly ascend from their lips, they will 
be partakers of the Sacramental signs. If they 
did not, it could not be said of them that they 
had the form of godliness. Has that man even 
the form of godliness who rejects these things 
or neglects them ? Though the last days are 
so perilous, there will be no want of religiousness ; 
no want of the bended knee, the voice of prayer, 
the song of praise ; no want of the due observance 
of Sacramental rites. So far from it, this out- 
wardness in religion will be characteristic of the 
time. 

But while there will be the form, there will 
not be the power. Men will make many prayers, 
and either their hearts will be far from God, it 
will be unacceptable worship ; or their hands will 
be full of blood, there will be the want of moral 
uprightness, and He will not hear. There are 
prayers which God hears not, supplications which 
never reach His throne, because the worship is 
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not that which is from within ; and " God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth." And in the last 
days, with much of outward prayer there will be 
the want of inward prayer. Men will have the 
form without the power. 

But the words imply something more than this. 
When it is said, " deny the power," more is meant 
than not having the power. It seems to teach us 
that in the last days there would be the mainte- 
nance of some principle which should justify this 
mere outwardness ; that not only in men's practice, 
but in their principles, the form of godliness should 
take the place of its power. How can that be ? 
What if a man should say that the Sacraments are 
everything, that the Christian life begins, consists, 
is carried on, and terminates in Sacraments ? That 
has been said, and if that were said generally, it 
would be the most complete fulfilment possible 
of the words, "having a form of godliness but 
den)dng the power thereof" 

So far as this principle is the principle of the 
age, so far is there a sign of its being the last 
time. A man may have the principle in himself. 
Whatever he calls himself, he may actually rest 
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upon the form and deny the power. He may 
be satisfied with the form of prayer, though he 
never really prays ; with the singing with the voice, 
though his heart never sings; with having been 
baptized with water, though not baptized with the 
Holy Ghost ; with receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, while destitute of that which it 
signifies — the feeding upon Christ in his heart 
with thanksgiving, the daily eating His flesh and 
blood, and living by faith on the Son of God. 
Such a man has the form of godliness ; but denies 
the power thereof And if this is a characteristic 
of the times, it marks them as the perilous times 
which should make us weep ; but also as the last 
times, which should make us lift up our heads, 
because our redemption draweth nigh. 

The third characteristic of the last days is 
priestcraft enslaving the conscience. What else 
can these words mean? "For of this sort are 
they which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women, laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts, ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth." We must 
not misunderstand the passage, as though women 
more t^an men were spoken of. It is a neuter 
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word which is used, and it does not mean that 
those spoken of are women only. They are 
called things, and not womanly, but womanish, 
which is a very different thing; just as childlike 
is a very different thing from childish. What is 
meant is this, — ^that whether men or women, they 
are weak. They are said to be " laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." How lovingly would Christ receive such, 
pardon them, strengthen them, teach them, set 
them free, if they would go to Him ! But we 
are here taught that it will be characteristic 
of the last days, that men having the form of 
godliness, but den)ang the power thereof, should 
by some secret system of spiritual inquisition, 
lead them captive, and bind them under bondage. 
They would take advantage of their weakness, 
this sickly condition of mind and heart, to gain 
dominion over the conscience and enslave the 
soul. 

Whether there be anything like this now, I leave 
my reader to judge. But if you should find this 
to be the case, if you should hear of men with a 
form of godliness, but declaring that Christianity 
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consists in Sacraments, leading into bondage "silly 
women, laden with sins, led away with divers 
lusts, ever learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth " (the very men and women 
whom Christ would set free), then be sure that 
these are the last days, and that the day of the 
Lord draweth near. 

There is another characteristic of these last 
days, which we have not yet seen : the working 
of false miracles. This is plainly intimated by 
the reference to Jannes and Jambres. The magi- 
cians withstood Moses by power from beneath. 
What he did by the finger of God, they did 
to a certain extent by their enchantments. So 
Scripture says and so I believe. St Paul ex- 
pressly says : " As Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses, so do these also resist the truth." To 
complete the proof that these are the perilous 
times and the last days, those who have the form 
of godliness but deny the power thereof must, like 
Jannes and Jambres, work miracles. In all the 
preceding parts of this description there are too 
great resemblances to what we see around us. 
Self interest is the avowed principle on which the 
affajxs of nations, the transactions of commerce, 
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and the whole life of the body politic is too often 
avowedly based. Its results are seen in the 
covetousness, boasting, pride, and other evils of 
our day. It is not only the fact that numbers 
have the form of godliness while destitute of its 
power, but that there are those who teach that 
in Sacraments themselves the reality of religion 
consists, and there are some of this sort, who 
by means of Sacramental Confession, keep those 
who are weak enough to be controlled by them, 
under a burdened conscience and a troubled 
mind : but this working of miracles to maintain 
error we have yet to wait for. But come it will. 
Not doubting, for other reasons, that this is the 
time of the end, I expect that ere long we 
shall find men resisting the truth, as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses. And when that sorest 
trial of a Christian man*s faith comes, then in 
that we must see a token that the Lord is at 
hand. 

' We are in perilous times, we must watch : we 
are in the last times, we must hope. We must 
look, as each fresh sign unfolds itself, with fresh 
love and longing for that day when He will set 
all things right To be found then in Him is 
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eveiything. Let us walk by faith, and fight by 
faith, and hold fast His truth, and flee firom all 
participation in these characteristic marks, that 
when He comes we may see His glory, enter 
into His joy, and be for ever with the Lord. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



STATE OF EUROPE: 
A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



'T^HE close of the twelve hundred and sixty 
-^ years was the first sign, — the separation of 
Church and State, on its greatest scale, the se- 
cond, — ^the decay of the witnessing or Protestant 
Churches, preparatory to the ceasing of their wit- 
ness and their becoming for a time lifeless bodies, 
the third sign which we considered of the glorious 
appearing of the Lord from heaven. The next 
was the moral and spiritual character of the last 
days, as foretold by St. Paul in his prediction 
of perilous times. We will proceed to examine 
another sign, which I will speak of in the fixture, 
though it seems to me not obscurely looming on 
the horizon even now. 

In the phrase, the Second Advent, or the 
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Coming of the Lord, I include, in accordance 
with Scripture usage, more than one event The 
first of these is the appearing of the Lord fi'om 
heaven to raise His sleeping saints and translate 
His Church ; and signs of the Second Advent 
are more emphatically signs of that, the first, and 
to us the most important part of it. 

Were those who looked for redemption in Jeru- 
salem to blame, if, when they read Jacob's prophecy, 
" The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come," 
and cast their eyes around them and observed how 
the Roman Empire was encroaching on the inde- 
pendence of all nations, and threatening their own, 
they drew from the prophecy and the fact the in- 
ference that the coming of the Lord was drawing 
near ? Because if not, we may be very wrong, if 
God has given us in His Word any similar intima- 
tions as to the nations of the earth at the time of 
the Second Advent, and we should refuse to com- 
pare what exists with what has been predicted. 
When God has been pleased to lay His hand on 
every sphere, and to write His lessons on earthly 
things, surely there is no presumption greater than 
the affectation of being more spiritual than Daniel, 
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more heavenly-minded than St. John, or despising 
to look at those things which He Himself revealed 
to the beloved Prophet and the beloved Apostle. 

Daniel saw in vision the rise and fall of earth's 
empires. 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, in the height of his 
power, revolving in his mind what should come 
to pass when he had ceased to live, fell into a 
dream, which he could not interpret and could 
not recall. But God permitted Daniel to see the 
dream, and to understand its signification. 

An image of terrible brightness had appeared to 
the king. "This image's head was of fine gold, 
his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and 
his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, and his feet 
part of iron and part of clay." Daniel was taught 
to see in this image four great world kingdoms, 
which were to arise in the earth. The kingdoms 
are described in this vision, and in subsequent 
visions they are even named. The first was that 
of which Nebuchadnezzar was himself the king, 
the kingdom of Babylon; the second, the king- 
dom of the Medes and Persians; the third, the 
kingdom of Greece; and the fourth, not named 
in Daniel, but named under a mystic anagram in 
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Revelation (the number six hundred and sixty-six), 
the Latin, or Roman. ^^ Thou, O king, art a king 
of kings, for the God of heaven hath given thee a 
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And 
wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts 
of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath He 
given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler 
over them alL Thou art this head of gold. And 
after thee shall arise another kingdom, inferior to 
thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth 
kingdom shall be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things, and as 
iron breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and 
bruise." 

Although these kingdoms were to be successive, 
the image was all seen standing at once and falling 
at once; because it was both a symbolical map and 
a sjonbolical history. As a map, the gold was the 
kingdom of Babylon ; the silver, that part of the 
Medo-Persian Empire which was not included in 
that of Babylon ; the brass, that part of the Grecian 
Empire which was not included in that of Persia ; 
the iron, that part of the Roman Empire which 
was not included in any of the preceding; the 
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whole image being therefore a symbolical map of 
the great world empires. 

It was also a symbolical history. First comes 
the Babylonish head of gold, in order of time and 
majesty of empire pre-eminent. Next comes the 
silver, with its two breasts and two arms of Media 
and Persia, in its proper place. Next, arising after 
the two former, comes the brass of Greece; and 
lastly the iron of Rome, on which the main atten- 
tion of the Prophet (distant though the time was) 
was concentrated, because in the days of that iron 
empire the image was to be destroyed. 

The legs were of iron, but the feet were part of 
iron and part of clay. Which was thus explained 
by Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar : " And whereas thou 
sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay and 
part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided, but 
there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry 
clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron 
and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong and partly brittle. And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle them- 
selves with the seed of men, but they shall not cleave 
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with day." 
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In plain words, the great empire of iron, that 
part of it which had not been included in the 
empire of brass, was to be divided into ten king- 
doms, half Roman or iron, and half barbarian or 
clay; Roman and Gothic intermingling, without 
being fused together. We can see the fulfilment 
with our eyes and hear it with our ears. The na- 
tions of Europe were once one undivided Roman 
Empire. They spoke Latin, had Roman laws, and 
no king but Caesar. Now they are distinct: our 
languages are partly Latin and partly Teutonic, 
our laws partly Roman and partly Saxon or Nor- 
man, our institutions sharing in this complexity, 
and hundreds of curious anomalies existing in con- 
sequence of the two elements having never been 
thoroughly welded into one, — and each country 
has a king. 

But these kingdoms are not exactly ten. Here 
seems a difficulty. They once were ten, but are 
not so now : at least we do not know how to count 
them. 

Now if we turn from the second chapter of 
Daniel to the seventh, we shall meet with them 
again. On the fourth of four beasts, which in that 
vision represent the gold, the silver, the brass, and 
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the iron of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, there are ten 
horns, — ^besides another, unlike the rest and not to 
be numbered with them, — the same ten kingdoms 
which are represented by the ten toes. But in this 
vision Daniel saw changes among these horns. By 
means of that little horn, which being ecclesiastical 
was not visible to the King Nebuchadnezzar, but 
only to the Prophet Daniel, the number ten was 
changed. It was not always the same: just as 
we see it. There were ten kingdoms to begin 
with, but they have not always been ten. But in 
Nebuchadnezzar's vision, the stone cut out without 
hands, which destroyed the image, smote it on its 
feet. It was in the days of those kings or king- 
doms, the ten toes, that the stone would fall. 
From which we may conclude, that as at first 
there were ten of these kingdoms when the Ro- 
man Empire was divided, so will there be ten 
when the stone falls upon it. 

And what is to take place then? When the 
stone smote the image upon its feet, ^'then was 
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the 
gold broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaflf of the summer threshing-floor; and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found 
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for them; and the stone that smote the image 
became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth." Which is explained as meam'ng that "in 
the days of those kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed ; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces, and shall consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." 

Shall the kingdom come without the King? 
Surely not. All Scripture forbids us so to think. 
It is He alone who is worthy to take the king- 
dom, and to wear the crown. He is the Stone 
cut out without hands : and the prediction of the 
smiting the image shall not be fulfilled until He 
comes Himself to fiilfil it. Accordingly, in the 
seventh chapter of Daniel, He is more distinctly 
described in the glory of His second advent* " I 
beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white 
as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool : His throne was like the fiery flame, and His 

• The Ancient of Days is not the Father, but Christ, He 
whom St John saw in Patmos. (Rev. L) The Son of Man 
brought before Him is the Church in Him, or Christ as Head 
of His Church, or Christ MysticaL 
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wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before Him : thousand thousands 
ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before Him : the judgment was set, 
and the books were opened." It is the beginning 
of a new dispensation, a new era of this world's 
history, which will commence with the sounding of 
the Seventh Trumpet, and the glorious appearing 
of the Son of Man to quicken the sleeping bodies 
of His saints, change the living, and translate His 
Church to glory, from thence, after awhile, to re- 
turn with His Church taking vengeance ; and will 
not close till all enemies have been put under His 
feet 

From these considerations, we may learn another 
sign of our Lord's appearing. Just as it was shown 
by the prophecy of Jacob, that the kingdom of 
Judah was to have an existence till He came, so 
does it appear from St. John and Daniel, that the 
Roman Empire — ^the iron Empire, the fourth of 
the four beasts which Daniel saw rise up out of 
the sea of nations, the ten-homed beast of Daniel 
and Revelation, — ^is to have an existence also ; that 
it is to exist as in a certain sense one, and yet in 
another sense divided, till He comes; and that 
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when He comes, the number ten will be the num- 
ber of divisions, as at the first. In other words, 
that as the kingdom of Judah was to remain a 
kingdom till He came the first time, so the Roman 
Empire, divided into kingdoms formed partly of 
Roman and partly of Gothic elements, such as 
the European Commonwealth has been for the 
last twelve centuries and more, should not be 
succeeded by any other world-empire, but should 
last till He comes the second time to gather His 
Church to Himself. 

Another prediction in Revelation, teaches us that 
there woul4 be a time during which the Roman 
Empire should not exist, and yet should exist, and 
should be seen to exist again. We have most of 
us been bom and lived within that time, and it 
appears strange to many now, that in the time of 
their fathers there were living successors of Caesar 
Augustus, so often mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment.** We leani from the prophecies of Daniel 
and Revelation, that the Roman Empire will be 
in existence to the end ; that its Western part will 

*> For the proof of the continuity of the Roman Empire, 
under its sixth head, till 1806, I must refer to my Com- 
mentary. I can here only sketch. 
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at the end have ten confederate kingdoms; and 
that it will be under the influence of the Apostasy. 
If, therefore, we should at any time see the Ro- 
man Empire East and West revived, and Western 
Christendom constituting a confederacy of ten king- 
doms moved and influenced by the Papacy, we 
shall have in that a sign that the stone cut out 
without hands is ready to fall and smite the image 
on its ten toes ; that He is coming whose right it 
is to wield the sceptre and take the kingdom, and 
reign as Prince of the kings of the earth. 

To some such a condition of things may seem 
very improbable, to others very probable ; most 
probable, I think, to those who know the most. 
But however that may be, I believe that here is 
a predicted sign, and when it comes to pass you 
may perhaps remember these words, and read in 
what will seem to others only a new page in 
history, a bright anticipation of the coming of 
the Son of Man. 

This sign of His coming is not, as it may seem 
to some, unconnected with it. When Daniel and 
Nebuchadnezzar before Him saw in vision earth's 
four world empires, they were all completed, 
summed up, superseded by the kingdom of Him 
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who is King of kings and Lord of lords. History, 
all along, has been one grand tale of God's for- 
bearance and man's iniquity. The mighty men of 
earth have not honoured God. He has not had 
His revenue of glory from earth's kingdoms. 
When Daniel was permitted to look down the 
scroll of time, he saw each of them in succession 
as a wild beast. From that same scroll we know 
that it will be so till He come to change it ; that 
instead of growing better in this respect, the king- 
doms of this world grow worse, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar's gold and the silver of Cyrus degenerate 
into the brass and the iron and the clay. His 
kingdom of righteousness will not be the con- 
summation of an ascending series, but stand out 
clear and distinct in contrast with increasing un- 
godliness. When the princes of this world most 
unmistakably decline obedience to His sceptre, 
when they give their power to prop up Apostasy, 
when they oppose the truth and maintain the lie, 
when they seem to themselves able to do without 
Christ, and to make a Millennium of peace and 
happiness of which He is not the King, — that will 
not only be a sign of His coming, but a reason for 
it also. 
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When the Lord came the first time, no one 
could have said with certainty that the sceptre 
was about to depart firom Juda&. The magnifi- 
cence of Herod the Great did no doubt hide the 
coming fact firom many of his subjects ; yet those 
who looked a little forward must have anticipated 
it, and, if they had not closed their eyes, they 
might have seen in that expectation a sign of 
the advent. I maintain that the same state of 
things exists now with respect to the sign we 
are considering. A few months have scarcely 
elapsed, since the question who should occupy 
the vacant throne of the Caesars, — ^who should 
be the Emperor of Western Christendom, led to 
one war, and was nearly leading to another. It 
is a question still : and who shall occupy the 
Eastern throne of the Roman Caesars, and reign 
at Constantinople, is another question. When 
those questions are settled, and the Roman 
Empire revived, it may be that men of this 
world, our statesmen, our merchants, our philoso- 
phers will be troubled ; or it may be they will 
see in the settlement of those questions which 
have troubled them so long, the prospect of an 
unbroken peace and overflowing prosperity. But 
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however that may be, it will be the predicted 
state of things when earth's King retiims, and a 
reason for confident hope that it will not be long 
before the end. 

Christ Jesus, when He comes the second time, 
will come to reign. He will first gather His 
Church who are to reign with Him over regene- 
rated earth, and then return with them to take 
the kingdom. In comparison with that kingdom, 
how small and contemptible will all earth's king- 
doms, and all its empires seem ! The grand sweep 
of Daniel's vision carries us along through Baby- 
lon and Persia and Greece and Rome. But what 
are Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Augustus, 
Charlemagne, Napoleon? They come up, and 
are cut down. "But Thou art the same, and 
Thy years have no end." The King of glory 
comes to set up a kingdom which shall not, like 
other kingdoms, be destroyed, but shall last for 
ever. On the history of our fallen world. He 
has written predictions of the coming glory. In 
its mutations we are taught to look for that which 
is immutable. The changes which have taken 
place have been all foreseen and foretold, and 
those are foretold which yet are coming; but of 
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His kingdom there shall be no end. And as 
events roll onward, and history unfolds itself, we 
may see on earth some sign that He is near. 

Until He comes to reign Himself, His Church 
will not reign. The attempt to set up a Millen- 
nium without Christ, whether in Church or in 
State, will always prove, as it always has proved, 
a mark of Apostasy. A Church reigning without 
Christ is no Bride of the Lamb, and each world- 
empire has in its turn been as a wild beast in 
the sight of Him who is King of kings. And 
when these are both to be seen in all their glory, 
as one day they will be, it will but be a sign 
that the hour has come for the true Priest and 
true Kling to come forth and sit upon His throne. 

We are living in the ends of the world; at 
the close of this period of earth's history. And 
though the real signs which God has written may 
not be so plain to some as to others, I think that 
in various ways He does awaken in many hearts 
a full conviction that the end is not far distant 
It is true men laugh, and say that as it has been 
so it shall be, — ^that all things have continued as 
they are from the beginning of the world. But 
yet there is in many a heart, conscious of aliena- 
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correspond, with what it is to be when He comes : 
and you know that we so think. What if we should 
be right ? What if we should be discerning signs 
of the times which you cannot see, or will not see? 
and if He should come on you at last as a thief in 
the night ? God grant you may lay tliis to heart ; 
and while there is still forgiveness, while still there 
is a door for mercy, while He waits to be gra- 
cious, while the King has not yet taken His seat 
on the throne, while He pauses to listen to the 
inward sighing of the heart ; God grant you may 
accept His salvation : " Kiss the Son lest He be 
angry, and ye perish from the way. If His wrath 
be kindled, yea, but a little, blessed are all they 
that put their trust in Him." 

But let us glance for a moment on the blessed- 
ness of Christ's reign. In this world of our's all 
is disorder. Mere brute force can scatter ruin and 
death around. But when He comes and takes the 
government, all will be changed. In His universal 
empire there shall be abundance of peace, from 
one generation to another. And even now He is 
preparing His people to share His kingdom and 
reign with Him in His glory. Let us fix our 
thoughts on that blessed day. When the thrones 
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are cast down, and the Ancient of days shall sit, 
His saints will take the kingdom. Then shall we 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then 
shall we be with Him for ever. Well may we pray 
that He will shortly accomplish the number of His 
elect, and hasten His kingdom ; that we, with all 
those that are departed this life in the true faith of 
His holy name, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in His eternal and 
everlasting glory. 
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RE-UNION OF CHRISTENDOM IN 

APOSTASY : 

A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



A PREDICTION of John the beloved disciple 
-^^^ has been much misunderstood, and inter- 
preted to mean the reverse of what it really teaches. 
"Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have 
heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are 
there many antichrists ; whereby we know that it is 
the last time." * 

The words themselves imply that the last time 
of which St. John is speaking, has itself a last 
time ; and that as the many antichrists of his day 
showed it to be the last time, the coming of the 
Antichrist would be a still clearer sign of .the 

* I John il 1 8. 
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approach of the end, and of the coming of the 
Son of Man. 

In order to understand how in any sense St 
John could say that, when he wrote, it was the 
last time, — or rather what or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ that was in him did signify 
when he so wrote, — we must bear in mind that the 
history of the human race has lasted already six 
thousand years. Four thousand and more had 
passed when this Epistle was written ; and if the 
termination of this world's sin and sorrow is to 
come at the close of six days of a thousand years, 
and the seventh to he a Sabbath, to which ex- 
pectation this and similar expressions give some 
coimtenance, the time between the advents must 
be short in comparison with that before the first 
advent When John wrote, the close of the week 
was near, though it has not closed yet The morn- 
ing had passed, and mid-day, and the world's 
evening was begun; or, if we rather take the 
analogy of creation, and begin with the evening, — 
evening had gone, and the night was far spent, 
and the morning was breaking of that eternal day 
which shall know no morrow. 

The sign was a sad one : " Even now are there 
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many antichrists ; " and suggested a sign then 
future ; " Ye have heard that Antichrist shall 
come." Not that the coming of Antichrist, any 
more than of the many antichrists, would be iih- 
mediately followed by the glorious Appearing, but 
it would be a fresh sign of its approach ; and as 
Antichrist would not pass away till He came, each 
new manifestation of it would be a still further 
sign that the coming of the Lord was drawing 
near. 

We must not mistake what is meant by "the 
Antichrist." We learn from 2 John 7, that it is 
not a person, and we learn also what is the nature 
of Antichristian error : " for many deceivers are 
entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh. This is the deceiver " 
(so it runs in the original) " and the Antichrist" 
The Antichrist is not any one deceiver, but many ; 
and Antichrist is marked by not confessing Jesus 
Christ to be come in the flesh. 

This is explained still more by comparing the 
other passages in which St. John speaks of Anti- 
christ. He says, "This is Antichrist that denieth 
the Father and the Son;" and then, as though 
anticipating an objection that Antichrist when re- 
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vealed would be a religious system, and could not 
be said to deny the Father and the Son in the 
strongest sense which the words would bear, he 
qualifies them by what follows : " Whosoever de- 
nieth the Son, the same hath not the Father;" 
which plainly intimates that the denial of the 
Father would be by implication, not directly. So 
far, however, we might have supposed Antichrist 
to be marked by the denial of Christ's Godhead. 
But if we go on to the fourth chapter, we learn 
a different lesson. It is the denial of the man- 
hood, which in some mysterious way is involved 
in the essence of Antichrist. " Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God : 
and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God." That 
was the case then. The actual denial that Jesus 
Christ had a real human body was the prominent 
error of that day. In that lay all along the essence 
of Antichristian error, although in Antichrist when 
revealed there would not be the actual denial, but 
only a virtual denial. " And this is that spirit of 
Antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should 
come, and even now already is it in the world." 
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A religious system outwardly acknowledging, but 
in some way essentially contradicting the truth of 
Christ's proper Manhood, is Antichrist. Such has 
been the religion of the greater part of both Western 
and Eastern Christendom for the last twelve hun- 
dred and sixty years. First, destroying the value 
of Christ's human sympathy by introducing other 
mediators between Him and us — ^by leading men 
to look to His mother as more accessible and more 
compassionate than Himself; and then speaking of 
His human body and soul as present in the form 
of bread in a thousand places at once, they vir- 
tually denied, and do still deny, the truth which 
in the creeds they profess. Here is the Antichrist, 
so subtle that it needs all the passages of Scripture 
relating to it to unfold its real character; and as 
soon as it sprang into form and shape, there was 
a sign that the end, distant though it still was, yet 
was drawing nearer. 

St. Paul expressly refers to this sign as a mile- 
stone marking the course of time. For in 2 Thess. 
ii., he said that those to whom he was writing were 
mistaken in thinking that the day of Christ was at 
hand, since that day would not come except there 
should come a falling away first, and that Man 
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of Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition. That 
event having taken place, the Apostasy having 
commenced long ago, ancient in its first workings 
asf the Apostolic age, united as one man, claiming 
ApostoHcity Hke Judas who betrayed the Son of 
Man with a kiss, and therefore called by the same 
name, — the Son of Perdition; and having been 
revealed as the Man of Sin since the beginning 
of the seventh centmy, we have for hundreds of 
years, — ^for twelve hundred years and more, passed 
that milestone, and been so much nearer to the 
great consummation. 

Up to the time when the Papacy assumed its 
present form, those words of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians, — "That day shall not come ex- 
cept there come a falling away first," always placed 
an unaccomplished event as a sign in firont of the 
Church, which when it happened, would show an 
advance in the prophetical history of the world. 
That falling away, or Apostasy firom the faith, 
appeared manifestly about the beginning of the 
seventh century; and the sign having been fiil- 
filled, it was right to expect afiresh the coming 
of the Lord. 

But there still remained many a milestcme to be 
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passed before the end. And there does yet remain 
at all events one, — one which seems to be coming 
plainly into sight, and to be bound up closely with 
the consummation. It is likely to be soon passed, 
and when passed the end must indeed be nigh. 

Although the great Apostasy has been long at 
work, and the Man of Sin has long been sitting in 
the temple of God, there are intimations given to 
us of a yet further development of this mystery of 
iniquity. 

The original prediction to which St. Paul refers, 
when he speaks of that wicked being revealed, is 
to be found in Daniel. In the seventh chapter of 
Daniel, in that vision which is there described of 
the fourth or Roman Empire with its ten horns, 
the ten kingdoms into which the Western Roman 
Empire was divided, — Daniel saw the Eastern 
Roman Empire, in the next chapter, under a dis- 
tinct symbol, — the prophet observed, among the 
horns, another little horn diverse from the rest 
Nothing can be more graphic than the sketch of 
the Papacy under this emblem. The little horn 
was different from all the rest, as the dominion of 
the Papacy has always been totally distinct from 
the dominions of all other kingdoms. Small in 
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some respects, yet mighty in others, with three 
crowns united into one, with eyes like the eyes 
of a man, an overseer or bishop, far-seeing in 
policy, and though human, claiming the right to 
look into the secrets of the heart, and with a 
mouth speaking great things, — ^this little horn was 
to exercise its long dominion among the nations of 
the West In the eighth chapter, a similar little 
horn was seen by the Prophet, arising out of the 
symbol of the Eastern Roman Empire. The great 
power of this other horn is yet future. But it is 
the counterpart in many points of that in the West. 
In sketching these two symbols so hastily I am 
assuming an acquaintance with them which all do 
not possess.^ But such is the marvellous character 
of God's Word, that in those few verses in the 
seventh chapter of Daniel is compressed the his- 
tory of the Papacy, the Apostasy of the West, and 
in those few verses in the eighth chapter, that of 
the Greek Church or Apostasy of the East, as this 
Divine view of its character compels us to regard 
it. It is easily seen how impossible it would be in 
many pages fully to unfold what God expresses in 

^ I must once more refer to my Commentary on Revelation. 
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a few verses. The complaint is sometimes made 
inwardly, if not uttered outwardly, that the Bible 
has been so often read that it ceases to interest. 
Is it not that we read our Bibles without trying to 
understand them? The fact is, that God's Word 
does really come into contact with everything, 
judges everything, and if he will but listen to it, 
has a lesson for every man, ever new, with all the 
changing circumstances of time and place. The 
description of the "little horn" in Daniel vii. 
needs some knowledge of the facts of history to 
understand it. And the wider a man's know- 
ledge the more plain will it become. Bearing in 
mind that the ten horns, like the ten toes of 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, are the nations of Eu- 
rope, the divided form of the Roman Empire, 
and that the little horn was of such a nature that 
it escaped the eye of the secular monarch, — it 
was not represented in Nebuchadnezzar's vision, 
but appeared all-important to the prophet Daniel, 
— ^how can we doubt what is the power rising up 
among the others, whose look was more stout thar 
his fellows, having eyes like the eyes of a man, 
and a mouth speaking great things ? And if the 
little horn among the nations of the West is the 
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Papacy, the little horn among the nations of the 
East can be no other than that which corresponds 
to it in the East — ^the Greek or Eastern Church. 

That being admitted, when we again find the 
ten-homed beast in Revelation xiii., and, in addi- 
tion to the ten horns on one beast, two little or 
lamb-like horns on another beast, we ought not to 
doubt that they are the same as those in Daniel 
But what is so remarkable is that they are no longer 
separate, but joined together. How shall we ex- 
plain this? If you look at the coat of arms of 
one of our kings before the union with Scotland, 
you will find the lion, but neither the unicorn 
nor the thistle. The king of Scotland had the 
unicorn and the thistle, but neither the lion nor 
the little lions. Those were symbols — symbols of 
England and Scotland. And if you find these 
joined together you may know that when the 
painting was made, the union had been eflfected. 
Our prophetic symbols teach us the same lesson. 
When the little horn of the Papacy or Western 
Apostasy is represented in one picture, and the 
little horn of the Greek Church or Eastern Apos- 
tasy in another picture, it is because they are, as 
now, separate. When they are represented joined 
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together, in a single picture, it is because they will 
be united. It is the Union of the East and the 
West in one great Catholic Apostasy, which is, 
we may say, emblazoned in the symbols of the 
thirteenth chapter of Revelation. 

And something more is taught us in that pas- 
sage. We read there, that when so united this 
great Apostate Church will form an image or 
representative assembly of the ten-homed beast, 
or Roman Empire, or Christendom, which will 
" speak," — that is, make decrees, and enforce 
obedience on the penalty of death. 

From which I gather that one sign of the 
approach of the end will be the fulfilment of 
what is so predicted — ^a union of the Churches 
of the East and West in one great Apostasy, 
and the convocation of an QEcamenical Council 
of Christendom for the purpose of consummating 
this union, and punishing those who refiise to take 
part in it. 

Is there any probability of all this taking place ? 
It is the avowed purpose of a large and increasing 
body in the Roman Church, the Eastern Church, 
and our own Church. No General Council has 

met for three hundred years ; the Council of 

I 
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Trent was the last, and that was not strictly 
speaking CEcumenical, because it did not include 
the East nor all the West. Within the last few 
months the Pope has summoned another, to meet 
on the eighth of December. *" I do not say that 

° " The Mahometan pow6r is wasting away. There was 
a time when all the Christian powers of Europe could not 
expel it from the Holy Land. Now, it could not maintain 
itself an hour, if the jealousies of Christians did not secure 
its dominion over the Christian inheritance. The time of 
its fall, or of its migration, cannot be far off. But as it is 
now, these might be no bar to the return of the East to 
the imity of Jesus Christ. It is but just to acknowledge 
that the Porte has manifested of late to its Christian sub- 
jects a singular toleration and equity. What the Council 
of Florence failed to do, another Council, by the help of 
the Spirit of God, may accomplish. There is a bond be- 
tween the East and the Holy See, which has never been 
broken, — the love and worship of the Immaculate Mother 
of God ; and by this bond, Pius IX. has drawn more closely 
than any other Pontiff the Church of the East to the See 
of Peter. The definition of the Immaculate Conception has 
been recognised by Orientals to be no more than their con- 
stant and universal belief. The indiction of the Council, in 
whatever year it be, will be fixed for the 8th December, a 
day of augury and power .... If the General Council call on 
the East to return to the faith of Jesus Christ, the West will 
not be forgotten . . . The Council of Trent fixed the epoch 
afler which Protestantism never spread. The next General 
Council will probably date the period of its dissolution. It 
is certain that the influence of the Church so assembled to 
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this Council when it meets will be that predicted 
in Rev. xiiL, but I do say it is extremely probable 
that it may be ; and that if, when it meets, it should 
meet at Jerusalem, or remove there, include the 
East as well as the West, and seduce Protestant 
Churches into sending representatives to it, I have 
no doubt that in that case it would be the fulfil- 
ment of the remarkable prophecy in Rev. xiii. of 
the " image of the beast," or representative Council 
of the Roman Empire. ** 

deliberate and to legislate for the needs and perturbations 
of the Christian world will have a powerful effect to con- 
vince and to persuade, to mitigate and to subdue." — The 
Centenary of Saint Peter and the General Council, Arch- 
bishop Manning. 1867. 

This is only a Roman Catholic's anticipation of coming 
events, which for eighteen years I have seen foretold in 
Revelation ; improbable indeed in 185 1, but probable enough 
now. 

d The invitation of the Pope has been hitherto declined by 
the Patriarchs of the East Should they decline it eventually, 
the approaching Council would not be the predicted *' image *' 
of the beast But it must be remembered that in the thir- 
teenth chapter of Revelation the^making this image is spoken 
of as a work accomplished with difficulty. The refusal of 
the Patriarchs to attend the Council now is no proof that the 
Pope will not discover some means of solving the difficulty, 
which is no broader than the difference between the supre- 
macy in right of the dignity of his See, and supremacy as 
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Prophecy was given to us to be a light in a 
dark place. In matters in themselves plain and 
unmistakable, we do not need its guidance. But 
when events occur, the character of which it might 
be difficult to discern beforehand, then when the 
path of duty may be doubtful, prophecy is a finger- 
post to point out the way. When the Roman 
General invested Jerusalem previous to the last 
siege, and without any obvious reason retired, it 
might have been a very difficult question for the 
Christians to know what to do : to remain in the 
Holy City and the surrounding country and expect 
• God*s deliverance, or to leave it. But there was a 
prophetic sign-post. The Lord had Himself said, 
"When ye see Jerusalem compassed about with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is 
nigh. Then let them which be in Judaea flee unto 
the mountains." And so they did ; and found the 
path of duty to be the path of safety. 

Book after book has been written with no 
other end than that of advocating what they call 

inherited from St Peter, and persuading them to attend it 
eventually. Besides which, events, not improbable, at Rome 
or at Constantinople, or at both, might make the Pope less 
assuming, and the Patriarchs less jealous of him. 
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the Union of Christendom, and an QEcumenical 
Council of the East and West, and the relin- 
quishment of Protestantism, — ^written by men fully 
persuaded that they are succeeding in all three. 
And we have seen that these things are expressly 
foretold : the first, under the S3anbol of Daniel's 
two little horns being united into one ; the second, 
under the symbol of an image of the ten-homed 
beast, or Roman Empire ; the third, by the death 
of the witnesses. 

It is at least possible that those who claim the 
appellation of "The Catholic School," — ^who are 
neither few nor powerless, nor wanting in either 
foresight, ability, resolution, or earnestness, — ^may 
be right in their expectations of success ; and that 
I may be right in my interpretations of prophecy. 
They anticipate as the consummation of Christianity 
the very same things which I anticipate as the 
consummation of Antichristianity. We look for 
the same events, but we judge them differently. 
Surely the very fact that from such opposite points 
of view we each seem to see arising in the imme- 
diate future the very same features of the times, 
is not a little remarkable. Some are earnestly 
striving to produce a certain result; are at first 
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laughed at, as aiming at an impossibility ; but seem 
to themselves carried along by invisible hands, and 
succeeding beyond their own expectations : others 
see in the oracles of God the same result predicted 
as the cause of the last tribulation of the Church, 
are laughed at, as warning against an impossibility ; 
but a power which seems to be beyond human 
control overleaps each difficulty, and more than 
realizes their fears. That is the present state of 
things ; and it is one which ought not to be over- 
looked. It is very easy to despise the efforts of 
opponents, and the warning of friends, but it is 
not always wise, and if the warnings are drawn 
from God's own Word, may be fatal. Here is 
what appears to me a conspicuous sign of these 
times. It is now only forming. I have no doubt 
that ere long it will attain perfection, and that 
when it is complete it will carry all before it ; and 
that Apostasy will be mistaken for godliness, and 
the triumph of Antichrist for the kingdom of Christ 
But it is a sign of the times which marks the 
speedy coming of Earth's King. It is the last of 
the Church's conflicts ; and when the Church has 
passed through it, it will not be long ere the sign 
of the Son of Man shall be seen in heaven. 
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A time will come when there will be other signs 
than those we have now considered. As the star 
appeared to the wise men in the East to announce 
the first advent, there shall be signs in the sun and 
in the moon and in the stars to announce the 
second. We do not find that the Star of Bethle- 
hem led any to worship the Saviour, except those 
wise men to whom it was sent. It astonished 
some, alarmed others, drove Herod and his coun- 
sellors to desperate cruelty ; but it was a sign only 
to God's children. And so it will be when those 
other signs are seen. " There shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth ; for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory." 

Too late will it be then to read the signs of the 
times, and learn from, them how to escape. God 
never forces salvation upon any man. He does 
not compel men to see the signs He gives. They 
are distinct enough for those whose hearts are 
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touched by grace, and unperceived by others. 
But then there comes a time when conviction 
forces itself on the mind by means which leave 
no choice. That is a fatal moment : for then the 
door is closed and none may enter in. 

We must distinguish the signs we see now, 
which are all of such a character that they do not 
as signs force attention, from the signs there will 
be when Christ is close at the doors. When the 
cry has once been heard, " Behold the Bridegroom 
Cometh," it will be too late for foolish virgins to 
seek for oil. When the Master has knocked at 
the door, it will be too late for the unfaithful 
servant to mend his ways. When a cloud of wrath 
has risen up to obscture the Mercy-seat, it will be 
too late to seek for access into the Heavenly 
Temple. The sign of the Son of Man will be 
seen, and fill each heart with bright expectation 
or dark despair. * 

It is not so now. God in His mercy gives 
signs which those who have eyes may see. By 
these signs He shows us that the end is hastening 
on apace. They are adapted to men's knowledge, 

• See the author's " Midnight Cry." 
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and suited to their circumstances. Written on 
surrounding events, one will more impress this 
man, and another that man. But by them God 
does speak to us. He tell us that the day of 
Christ is at hand in a sense in which it was not 
when St. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians. Most 
of what then was future now lies behind us in the 
past, and the coming of the Lord draweth near. 

Be moved by these signs of the times. If you 
are one of Christ's own people, each sign as it 
appears should kindle afresh your hope of the 
coming glory. " Let your loins be girded about 
and your lamps burning, and ye yourselves like 
unto men that wait for their Lord when He shall 
return from the wedding." " Lift up your heads, 
because your redemption draweth nigh." 

But if you are still a stranger to Him, let the 
thought cling to you night and day, at home and 
abroad, alone and in company, that He is coming; 
nor rest until you too, finding salvation in Him, 
delivered by Him from the wrath to come, can 
watch with joy the signs as they roll by, and hope 
for His appearing and His kingdom. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE EASTERN QUESTION, 

IN ITS BEARING ON NATIONS AND 

CHURCHES, CONSIDERED IN THE 

LIGHT OF PROPHECY. 

"TWILL stand upon my watch."* Such ought 
-*- to be the attitude of the Christian. It is 
thought wisdom to decline to consider prophecy in 
its relation to events passing or future : but such 
is not the teaching of God's Word. On the con- 
trary, our Lord Himself most sharply reproved the 
men of His day for their neglect of the signs of 
the times. " Ye can discern the face of the sky ; 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times?"*' 

The purpose of prophecy is to warn men of 
danger, and instruct them in perplexity. By means 
of prophecy, Daniel was encouraged to pray for the 

» Hab. iu I. ^ Matt, xvl 3. 
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restoration of Jerusalem. By means of prophecy, 
the wise men from the East were led from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem to see the infant Jesus ; and had 
the Jews attended to the voice of prophecy, they 
would not have rejected the Lord of glory. We 
must not imitate them in this. God has given us 
many prophecies : a large portion both of the Old 
Testament and of the New is taken up with them. 
They are meant for our instruction : it cannot be 
right, and may be very perilous, to neglect them. 
The seaman who puts his chart on one side is 
likely to fall upon rocks ; and there is no small 
danger in failing to mark our position in the 
prophetic page, which is a map of the future, and 
a light in a dark place. 

It is a favourite objection to all interpretations 
of prophecy, that we cannot interpret the past 
without the aid of history. Of course we cannot. 
And that when we interpret prophecy now fulfilling, 
we need the aid of newspapers, or similar organs 
of intelligence. Of coiurse we do. But why is 
that an objection? Because, it is said, the Bible 
ought to be equally well understood by all, whether 
they can consult histories and read newspapers or 
not. It would be just as reasonable to say that 
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every man ought to be able to read his Hebrew 
Bible and Greek Testament, and to do so without 
the aid of grammars or dictionaries. We need 
help from one another. There are parts of the 
Bible which we cannot properly understand, without 
in some way obtaining a knowledge of the history : 
otherwise there could be no prophecy. If an 
event is predicted to happen after the close of the 
canon of Scripture, and before our own time, how 
can we possibly know of its fulfilment, but by 
history? And therefore the objection comes to 
this — that God cannot give any prophecies at all 
which man can understand, since we must have 
histories to explain them. But history, it is said, 
or thought, is not spiritual, and the events of 
nations are not spiritual As though God did not 
interpenetrate all history, — as though He did not 
rule, not only among the armies of heaven, but 
among the inhabitants of earth. I have small 
patience with such objections. 

We may trace in Scripture, in outline, what the 
world's state is to.be when the end draws near. 
Let us briefly run over some of the principal 
predictions bearing on this subject, taking those in 
preference which are most plain and distinct. 
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In this there is nothing at all new. The main 
features of the interpretation, as far as this world's 
kingdoms are concerned, may be found not only 
in books on prophecy, but in that now forgotten 
work, "Rollings Ancient History;" or in that 
much better* book which has taken its place, 
" Smith's Ancient History." 

The first great prophecy as to the world-empires 
is contained in Daniel ii., and consists of DanieFs 
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

From this we learn that there were to be four 
great world-empires, and only four: the golden, 
or Babylonish; the silver, or Medo-Persian ; the 
brass, or Greek ; and the iron, or Roman. 

Only the last two of these have any connection 
with our subject. And of these it is to be 
observed that the brass, or Greek, Empire became 
4t one time four, — ^when it is called in history 
the Empire of the successors of Alexander ; and 
afterwards formed part of the Roman Empire, 
which then included the brass and the iron, the 
east and the west. And the iron, or Western 
Roman Empire became eventually the ten king- 
doms of modem Europe, represented in the 
image by the ten toes of iron and clay. 
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There is an historical fact which it is of very 
great importance to us to remember — that the 
Roman Empire lasted down to the time of our 
fathers, or grandfathers. People constantly forget 
it ; but in any really good history, such as Smith's, 
the importance of this fact is recognised, for with- 
out it the history of Europe cannot be understood. 

Up to the year 1806 what is now called the 
Empire of Austria, or rather the Empire then 
governed by the predecessor of the present 
Emperor of Austria, was called popularly the 
Empire of Germany; but its real name, used in all 
State documents, was the Holy Roman Empire. 
Its Emperor was called Caesar; and the Empire 
was looked on as embracing all the kingdoms of 
Europe, and as being the same as the Roman 
Empire existing in St. PauFs days. The history 
of this claim on the part of the Emperor of 
Germany (admitted by the international law of 
Europe, and forming the basis of the civil or 
Roman law) to be the successor of Augustus was as 
follows. — At the beginning of the 4th century the 
Roman Empire began to be divided into East and 
West. Towards the close of the sth century the 
Roman Empire of the West suffered an eclipse. 
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and the Eastern remained alone. But it was the 
doctrine of the Jurists, and is recognised in 
Revelation, that the whole majesty of the Roman 
Empire existed in both or in either. The Empire 
of the East remained till the middle of the isth 
century, when Constantinople was taken by the 
Turks, who then extinguished the Eastern Empire. 
But the Roman Empire itself still survived; for 
the Western Empire had been, in the meantime, 
revived in the German Emperors ; and it lasted in 
this form till the year 1806, when the Emperor 
Francis relinquished the title of Holy Roman 
Emperor, and, instead of being Emperor of 
Germany, became Emperor of Austria. 

This Western Roman Empire is represented in 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream as consisting, in its last 
form, of ten toes of iron and clay, because it is on 
the ten toes that the great stone cut out without 
hands falls, and destroys the image. 

We must now turn to Daniel vii., where we read 
the vision which Daniel had himself. He saw the 
same four great world-empires, under the symbol 
of four wild beasts on the stormy sea. It is the 
last of these beasts on which all the emphasis is 
laid: "I saw in the night visions, and behold a 
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fourth beast, * dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the 
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse 
from all the beasts that were before it; and it had 
ten horns."* Which is thus explained, — "The 
fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, 
and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread 
it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten 
horns out of the kingdom are ten kings that shall 
arise." ^ 

There is another feature in this beast, — z, " little 
horn," which I purposely omit, because we shall 
have to consider it subsequently. 

Here are ten powers corresponding to the ten 
toes. Only they are ten to begin with, and not 
ten all along, some of them being plucked up by 
the roots, — ^whereas the toes are ten to end with : 
as if to teach us that there would be ten of these 
kingdoms to begin with and ten to end with ; but 
that the number in the middle ages would var/: 
which has in fact been the case with the kingdoms 

Dan. viL 7. ^ Ibid, ver. 23, 24. 
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of modem Europe, — ^ten to begin with, ten on an 
average, but not always ten. There is also a head, 
but it occupies a very unimportant part in the 
symbol, being only inferred as supporting the 
horns. It is the weak, unnoticed Imperial power, 
with its ten great kingdoms, varying in number, 
though on an average, and at the beginning and 
end, ten. 

If you look into chapter viii. you will read 
another vision, but it concerns only two of the 
world empires, the Persian and the Greek. The 
Greek is here a he-goat (not as in chapter vii., a 
leopard), with one great horn. The one great horn 
was Alexander the Great, or, more strictly speaking, 
Philip and Alexander. The prediction was shown 
to Alexander by the Jewish High-priest, and led 
him to spare Jerusalem. This one horn was broken, 
and four came in its stead. '^ The rough goat is 
the King of Grecia; and the great horn that is 
between his eyes the first king. Now that being 
broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his 
power." ^ 

There is in this he-goat, as well as in the fourth 

^ Dan. viii. 21, 22. 
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beast of the seventh chapter, another feature, — 
another "little horn," which I pass over for the 
present. The he-goat itself, the Greek empire, 
became, as we have seen, part of the Roman 
Empire, and was in fact that part of it which was 
afterwards called the Eastern Empire. 

We turn to the Apocalypse and we find the 
same symbols there. 

In Revelation xii. we meet with the ten homed 
beast again, but it has seven heads, and is the 
Roman Empire Pagan, whereas the beast in 
Daniel is described, as we shall presently see, as 
the Roman Empire in its condition of Apostate 
Christianity. 

The seven heads are, in a subsequent part of 
the book,' explained as being seven successive 
"Kings," or forms of government. There had 
been in John's days six such at Rome : kings, 
consuls, three other forms of Republican Govern- 
ment, and emperors, of which all had fallen except 
the last Rome was then governed by the Em- 
peror Domitian. 

In chapter xiii., we meet with the beast again. 
It had ceased to be a wild beast, when the Roman 

' Rev. xvii. 
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Empire became Christian. It seemed to St. John 
as if drowned and out of sight. But Satan is re- 
presented' as standing on the sand of the great 
sea of nations, the Gothic flood then breaking in 
upon the Roman Empire, and conjuring up the 
old enemy under a different form. He is still the 
ten-homed beast, but his head, the ruling power 
of the empire, instead of being heathen is now 
apostate. It has on its heads the names of 
blasphemy. 

This beast is represented as having the symbols 
or heraldic bearings of the third empire in Daniel 
vii. viii. as well as of the fourth in Daniel vii.,** 
indeed of all the four empires combined : " The 
beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his 
feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as 
the mouth of a lion." 

St. John saw one of its heads wounded as it were 
unto death. From chapter xvii. we learn that of 
the seven heads five had fallen in his time, and one 
was, and the other was not yet come. The one 
which was then was the imperial head, and this 
lasted as we have seen till 1806. 

^ Ibid xiii. I, ** He stood," is the true reading, not " I stood.' 

^ Rev. xiii. 
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When the Emperor of Austria relinquished 
the Holy Roman Empire, Napoleon I., then in 
the height of his greatness, took it He had 
possession of Rome. He obliged the Pope to be 
present in the Cathedral of Notre Dame at his 
coronation. He 'styled his son King of Rome. In 
every possible way he took pains to show himself, 
or rather his dynasty, to be another head of the 
Roman Empire. The seventh head predicted by 
St. John * was to continue a little time, and then 
to be " wounded to death " ^ " by a sword." ^ 

The Napoleonic dynasty — (including Napoleon I. 
and Napoleon II., whose reign however only lasted 
a few days) — the seventh head of the Roman Em- 
pire, or ten-homed beast, continued a little time, 
and then suddenly fell in 181 5, and no attempt 
was made to restore the Holy Roman Empire in 
the general settlement of Europe. An Emperor of 
the West existed no longer. From that time ta 
this, the Roman Empire has had no head. 

It is predicted that there shall be an eighth 
head, in some re^)ects a new head, and yet in 
reality one of the seven, and also in some way 
identical with the beast itself. And as this event 

1 Rev. xvii. J Rev. xii. 3. * Ibid xiv. 
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is connected in prophecy with Satan's last triumph 
and the Church's last trials, it is very conceivable 
that Satan, who must know at least as much about 
prophecy as any of us, should have been trying to 
bring it about And this, in fact, has been the 
real meaning of the history of Eilrope during the 
last quarter of a century. 

The most obvious way in which one of the 
seven heads could be revived was the revival 
of the seventh head, or Napoleonic dynasty. 
Napoleon III. tried to carry out his uncle's plans, 
but, for some reason or another, never had the 
boldness to compel the presence of the Pope at 
his coronation (which would probably have been 
granted willingly had he succeeded in crushing 
Germany in 1870), or to call his son King of Rome. 
His Empire was never recognised as the Roman 
Empire of the West. He was but French Emperor, 
as William the Victorious is German Emperor. 

There is reason to think that when the Vatican 
Council was summoned to define the infallibility of 
the Pope, and war was simultaneously proclaimed 
with Germany, it was the Pope's intention to crown 
Napoleon Emperor of the West. But that scheme, 
if it existed, came to nothing. 
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Shortly before, the Emperor of Austria had tried 
to obtain this coveted prize, but had lost it at 
Sadowa; and now the Emperor Napoleon lost it 
at Sedan. It was then held as a glittering prize 
before the King of Prussia. He became German 
Emperor ; and, from the tone of the Pope's letters 
to him, there cannot be a doubt that if he would 
have served the Pope, he might have become 
Emperor of Rome, successor of the Hapsburghs, 
of Charlemagne, of Augustus. It would have 
seemed a wise policy, calculated to consolidate his 
Empire. Had he been like Henry IV., who 
thought a cxo^m well worth a Mass, he would 
certainly have yielded to the temptation. But the 
glittering bait was refused; and the German 
Emperor is not, and does not affect to be, the 
Emperor of Rome. 

Had either the Emperor of Austria or the King 
of Prussia restored the Holy Roman Empire, it 
would have been the revival of the sixth head, as 
that of the Napoleonic Empire of the West would 
have been, or may still be, that of the seventh. 

There is a strong party all over the Continent 
desirous of forming a Roman Empire on a 
Republican basis, — ^the " United States of Europe." 

1, 
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Such would be the result if the " Interaational " 
and its secret societies prevailed. This would be 
the revival of the second, third, fourth, or fifth 
head. I do not venture to predict in what way, 
or under what " head " or form of government, the 
Roman Empire will be restored; but that the 
Roman Empire of the West, with its ten kingdoms, 
will, in some way, and under some one of the 
seven heads revived, be restored, I cannot doubt 
at all. It is the voice of prophecy ; and he reads 
badly the signs of these times who does not see 
that for this glittering prize all Europe has been 
long, and still is, arming. 

But it must not be forgotten that the Roman 
Empire is not only in the West, but in the East 
Its history in the East has been different from that 
in the West. It was trodden down first by the 
Saracens, and then by the Turks, by whom it was 
at last extinguished in the middle of the fifteenth 
century by the capture of Constantinople. 

This destruction of the Eastern Empire by 
the Turks is described in the Apocalypse under 
the symbols of the " sixth trumpet," or " second 
woe." The sixth trumpet includes all the period 
of this woe ; and, therefore, while the woe itself 
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is described under the graphic symbols of the 
Euphratean horsemen in chapter ix., the Reforma- 
tion and the French Revolution are both alluded 
to in chapters x. and xi. We know now, better 
than was known a few years ago in England, that 
the Turkish woe has not passed away from Chris- 
tendom. The cry of the oppressed and debased 
Christian races of European Turkey, under what is 
now admitted to have been the hostile encamp- 
ment of an alien race on territories not their own 
for four hundred years, during which they have 
stamped out all freedom and honour and happiness 
from the descendants of those among whom Paul 
and Silas preached, has reached at last the ears oi 
Western Christendom. It would have done so 
long ago but for the dread of Russia, — z. dread 
fully justified by these predictions; for there is 
foretold in Revelation a " third woe," — a storm of 
hail from the north, described at length in Ezekiel 
as the triumph of Gog, prince of Rpsh,^ Meshech, 
and Tubal, — Russia, Muscovy, and Tobolsk, — 
Emperor of all the Russias. The dread of Russia 
— Russophobia it is sometimes called — ^has kept 

1 Ezekiel xxxviii. 2. Such is the correct translation : not 
** chief prince." 
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the Western nations, whose commercial and national 
interests are concerned in the matter, blind and 
deaf to the oppressions of the Turks. But the 
truth can no longer be hidden. The Rayahs of 
Herzegovina, Bosnia, Bulgaria, would not be silent, 
and could endure their bondage no longer. The 
iron had entered into their soul \ deep oppression 
drove them at last into revolt, and all the efforts 
of diplomatists have failed to put out the fire, 
which resulted from that at first apparently small 
spark, which is threatening the very existence of 
the Turkish Empire. 

In Revelation xi. 14 there is an announcement 
made as to the close of the Turkish woe : " The 
second woe is past, and behold the third woe 
cometh quickly." 

This is not as yet fulfilled. The second woe is 
not past yet. The Servians, the Bosnians, the 
Montenegrins, the Herzegovinians, say with one 
voice that the Turkish woe is intolerable. The 
Christians in Constantinople, in Salonica, in Philop- 
popolis, and in all other cities under Turkish rule, 
say the same thing. But it is the fear of the third 
woe, the "great hail," the ascendancy of Russia, 
which induced, in 1853, English and French and 
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Italian statesmen to prevent, as they succeeded in 
doing in the Crimean war, "the second woe" from 
passing away, and has led to the strenuous efforts 
of all the great powers, by Conference, negotia- 
tions, and the celebrated, but useless, Protocol, 
to stave off the war which has now at last be- 
gun, and the dreaded dissolution of the Turkish 
Empire. 

The revival of the Eastern Empire is the natural 
result of the passing away of the Turkish woe, or 
the expulsion of the Turkish Government out of 
Christendom. When the Emperor Alexander and 
the Emperor Napoleon I. met on the bridge of 
Tilsit, and proposed dividing th€ world between 
them, the possession of Constantinople was the 
one difficulty. The Emperor of Russia wished for 
it, looking upon himself as heir of the Eastern 
Caesars j and the Emperor Napoleon said, "No: 
Constantinople means the empire of the world." 

The restoration of the Roman Empire in the 
East, as well as in the West, is necessary to the 
fulfilment of prophecy. The Greeks wish for it, 
the Austrians wish for it, but it is in every way 
most probable that the Russians will obtain it, 
directly or indirectly, and that the two-headed 
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eagle, the crest alike of the Greek Emperors and 
the Russian Czars, will once more appear in the 
city of Constantine. At all events, in some way 
or other, we expect the revival of the Empire, both 
in the East and in the West 

But we must not mistake this great world-empire, 
in its last and grandest form, for an individual man, 
or imagine it infidel : — ^that is to obscure the whole 
teaching of God's Word on this subject. It will be 
an empire with probably more than one Emperor 
(if autocracy is the form under which it is 
restored), and it will be, as we shall presently see, 
not an irreligious, but a falsely religious empire, 
blaspheming God, not by infidelity, but by false 
doctrine, great, wonderful, and attractive, the 
admiration of all but the true followers of the 
Lamb. 

This great world-empire will seem the natiual 
outcome of modem civilization; but it will war 
against the saints, and will overcome them. ^*And 
it was given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them : and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And 
all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book of life 
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of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world." "" 

We have been looking at the predicted state of 
the nations when the end draws near. We will 
now look at that of Churches. 

If we turn once more to the seventh chapter of 
Daniel, we shall find a feature in the description 
of the ten-homed beast the consideration of which 
we purposely passed by : "I considered the horns, 
and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the 
first horns plucked up by the roots : and, behold^ 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things." Daniel was anxious 
to know what this meant: "I would know the 
truth gf the foiuth beast, which was diverse from 
all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth 
were of iron, and his nails of brass; which 
devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with his feet ; and of the ten horns that were in 
his head, and of the other which came up, and 
before whom three fell; even of that horn that 
had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great 
things, whose look was more stout than his fellows* 

"* Rev. xiii. 7, 8. 
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I beheld, and the same horn made war with the 
saints, and prevailed against them ; until the 
Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to 
the saints of the Most High ; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom." " And he 
received the answer, of which the part we have 
already considered shows that the ten-homed beast 
was the Western Roman Empire, divided into its 
ten kingdoms, out of which the European common- 
wealth of nations has sprung. But after mentioning 
these ten horns, the angel goes on to say, "And 
another shall rise after them; and he shall be 
diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three 
kings. And he shall speak great words against 
the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of 
the Most High, and think to change times and 
laws : and they shall be given into his hand until 
a time and times and the dividing of time." * 

In the midst of the ten horns or nations of 
modem Europe, Daniel saw this little horn rising 
up. It was " diverse from the rest," — not like the 
other kingdoms. It had "eyes like the eyes of 
man : " was an episcopuSy — an overseer, or bishop. 
It had a mouth that "speaketh great things," — 

n Dan. vii, 19 — 22. <> Ibid, 24, 25. 
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such as bulls, rescripts, interdicts, extravaganzas. 
It plucked up three of the first horns, thus making 
for itself St Peter's patrimony, — ^a feat which is 
commemorated in the triple crown ; and made war 
with the saints (witness the plains of Provence, the 
valleys of Piedmont, and the fires of Smithfield). 

In Daniel viiL there is mention of another little 
horn springing up out of the remains of the king- 
doms of Alexander's successors or the Eastern 
Roman Empire, the great deeds of which are yet 
in the future, but which by analogy must be the 
Church of the East,p if the first little horn is that 
of the West. 

Now, if we turn to Revelation xiii.** we find both 
these little horns on one single beast, united to- 
gether instead of separate. In the time referred 
to in Daniel vii., and in Daniel viii., the time into 
which Daniel was carried in vision, the little horns, 
or ecclesiastical powers, were separate ; but at the 
time predicted in the latter part of Revelation xiii. 
the two horns are united together. What is re- 
presented is a union of Christendom in Apostasy, 

A union of Christendom, excluding all Protes- 
tants except those of the Church of England, is 

P Dan. viii. 9, 12. <i Rev. xiii. 1 1. 
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the cherished object of the old Catholics^ and of a 
laige number of members of om: own Church and 
of the Eastern Church. The omference at Bonn 
had this for its object .^d there is more than 
one society in England, and more than one 
periodical by which this is the great end sought. 
And this is Father Hyadnthe's remedy for the evils 
(rf* Europe. 

They are aiming also at a General Council at 
Jerusalem, and this also is predicted. 

The beast with two lamblike or little horns is to 
make an image of the ten-homed beast that should 
" speak." ' That is to say a Representative Council 
having power to make and enforce Canons, When 
I first published this interpretation about a quarter 
of a century ago, the very idea of a General Council 
seemed an anachronism. People said that the 
Pope never would summon a General Coundl, that 
it was contrary to every impulse of every Pope. 
Since then we have seen a General Council, and 
one which has left its mark on the age as distinctly 
as did that of Trent. 

But the Council we are to expect is in many 
respects different from that of the Vatican, 

' Rev. xiii, 15, 
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First, it is to be made not by the one little horn, 
but by the union of the two, — ^that is, by the 
ecclesiastical authorities of both East and West; 
which implies that in it the personal pretensions 
of the Pope will be diminished, as at Constance 
and at Basle, and as Father Hyacinthe and the 
Old Catholics and the Anglo-Catholics desire. 

Secondly, ■ it is to be an image of " the beast,'* 
which bears not only the ten horns * of the West, 
but the heraldic emblems of the East,"* — a Repre- 
sentative Council of the whole Roman Empire. 

Thirdly, it is to be given its power by means 
of lying miracles, and especially the miracle of 
bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of 
men."" It must be borne in mind that this is the 
miracle which the Greek Church professes to work 
every Easter at Jerusalem, in the Church of the 

" Rev. xiii. 14. * Ibid ver. I ^ Ibid ver. 2 

▼ Ibid ver. 13, 14. 
I must express my own deep conviction that in modem 
Spiritualism there is the source for most fearful delusions, 
by means of false miracles worked by evil spirits. I doubt 
the desirableness of entering into details on this subject : they 
,are too bad and too fearful for investigation. Beware of 
them : have nothing to do with them. But remember that 
there are hidden works of darkness which may prove fearful 
temptations, — are so to many even now. 
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Holy Sepulchre. The holy fiie is carried in ships 
to every part where the Greek Church is dominant, 
and is devoutly believed to come down fix>m 
heaven. Roman Catholics, as well as Protestants, 
see in it nothing but a clumsy fraud. A union 
of Christendom would be impossible at Jerusa- 
lem, unless fire appeared to come down from 
heaven in such a way as to be evidendy not 
man's unaided work, and so to deceive them that 
dwell on the earth, — the Westerns as well as the 
Easterns. 

Fourthly, its place of assembling is to be 
Jerusalem. We find this firom another part of the 
Apocalypse (the eleventh chapter), which we have 
already looked at in connection with the passing 
away of the second woe. We there read of this 
Council under less figurative expressions. The 
Churches of God, protesting against the Apostasy, 
both in the East and the West (there have been 
3uch in all ages imder the names of Albigenses, 
Waldenses, Cathari, Paulikians, Lollards, Hugue- 
nots, Reformers, Protestants), are spoken of as the 
two witnesses who were to witness for twelve^ 
hundred and sixty "days" or years. These ¥dt- 
nesses were the objects of great hostility and 
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persecution, and their slaughter was avenged by 
unconscious instruments in the French Revolutionr 
Souviens tot de S, Bartholhny, " Remember St. 
Bartholomew," says the French republican and 
infidel historian, Louis Blanc, in the heading of 
his chapter describing the September massacres in 
1791, in the streets of Paris. 

At the end of the twelve hundred and sixty pro- 
phetic days or years they cease to protest That 
period is completed. It ended when it was ex- 
pected to end, — in 1867, with the announcement 
of the Vatican Council.^ 

Then follows this prediction : " And when they 
shall have finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascended out of the bottomless pit shall make war 
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill 
them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the 
street of the great city, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was cruci- 
fied." In what street of the great city or Roman 
Empire " our Lord was crucified " need hardly be 
said, — ^it cannot be named more distinctly. "And 
they of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations, shall see their dead bodies three days and 

^ So Elliott. ** Supplementary Note to Horoe Apoc." 
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a half^ and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be 
put in graves, .^d they that dwell upon the 
earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and 
shall send gifts one to another ; because these two 
prophets tormented them that dwell on the earth." » 

Here is mention of the Council, " they of the 
people, and kindreds, and tongues, and nations," 
their representatives that is; and the place of 
assembling is Jerusalem. 

How greatly present events are tending in this 
direction! What is more likely than that in the 
solution of the Eastern Question by the dissolution 
of the Turkish Empire, Palestine should pass into 
the hands of son\p nominally Christian power, or 
powers ; and what more likely than that it would 
then become the seat of a reformed Papacy in 
conjunction with the Greek Church, and of that 
Council of imited Christendom which so many are 
desiring, and which, under the symbol of the 
" image of the beast," prophecy leads us to expect ? 

Indeed, it is said that the Pope has given his 
sanction to a scheme for uniting Jaflfe to Jerusalem 
by a railroad, to be constructed only by the con- 
tributions of Roman Catholics, and to form part 

^ Rev. xi. 7— la 
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of a plan for making the Holy Land, colonized by 
Roman Catholics from all the countries of Europe, 
a Papal State, with Jerusalem for its capital That 
negotiations for the transfer of Palestine to the 
Pope have been entered into with the Porte, has 
been frequently asserted in the Times newspaper. 
The Pope is said to have earned this favour from 
the Sultan by closing his ears to the cries of the 
sufferers from the Turkish woe. Whether it will 
be in this precise form that the predictions will be 
fulfilled, remains to be seen. But the death of the 
witnesses and the Council at Jerusalem is to pre- 
cede the passing away of the second woe.^ 

We have great reason to dread the relinquish- 
ment of its Protestant witness by our Church. It 
is the aim of many to lead us to disunite ourselves 
from the great body of Protestants, in order to 
ally ourselves with the Greek Church and the 
Latin Church modified. This is one of the 
greatest dangers of our time : perhaps the very 
greatest The witness of our Church, and of other 
Protestant Churches too, is becoming less and less 
distinct, and is but too likely to cease altogether. 

And there is another temptation of an opposite 

•y Rev. xi. 14. 
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character, but not less dangerous, — that of using 
carnal weapons in defence of the truth. 

There is a passage in the Apocalypse which has 
long appeared to me full of warning. I could not 
at one time understand it, because it seemed to me 
to predict what was so highly improbable : " He 
that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity : 
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with 
the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of 
the saints." * 

According to what I believe to be the true 
interpretation of the Apocalypse on which what 
has preceded is founded, these words relate to 
the present time. There is in them an evident 
reference to Peter's drawing his sword and cutting 
off the servant of the High Priest's ear. And 
twenty years ago I wondered whether it really 
could mean that there would come on Christian 
men a temptation to draw the sword in behalf of 
the truth. 

It has been done, and is being done : in England 
the sword of law, and in Germany the sword of 
war and of law both. And it seems to me that 
here is predicted the total failure of this policy, 

« Rev. xiil 10. 
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and the lesson for us that "they that take the 
sword shall perish by the sword." I think it will 
be found to be so in the small sphere of our 
Evangelical Protestantism here, and on the wider 
sphere of the Continent of Europe, and that 
both by the sword of law and the sword of war 
Protestantism will, sooner or later, be for a while 

overcome. 

We have every reason to stand upon our watch. 
Events may be quickly coming which will call for 
all our faithfulness to enable us to stand firm. But 
beyond all these storms we may see the form of 
the Son of Man. He is coming in the clouds of 
heaven to take His people to Himself. Then we 
must watch. We must watch every sign of His 
approach in the grey East, and long for the sun- 
rising. " I will stand upon my tower and watch." 
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